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lhile working et  the I'reetoo Curio-uh:- Derelopeeot Centre in I!!! I erote e
hoohlet ehont hon-in: in Tictorien heeton. priecipelly for echool teechere end
their pupile. Although the pert o f  i t  which cowered the eecond hell or  the 11th
century conteined e In o f  intereetin; end ueefui intornetion. inchiding eoee
eourcee which were not preriouely hoowo ehout. I econ reelieed thet the pert
deelin. with the fleet hell o f  the century wee conpletely inedeouete. Since then
I. here therefore tried to ineeetilete the flret hell o f  the century ee thoroughly
ee I hed prefiooely corned the eecond hell.

The new work concentreted on two very different euhjecte. The first wee the
worhere‘ hwline huilt In the tint pheee o i  the Indnetriel lewolndon. eepecielly
the hendlooe weevere' cottelee which hed once heen nueerooe ie Heetoe. hot
which hewe ell heen deeoliehed. The eecond wee the fine collection o f  eiddle
cleee hnueee ehich etill eurrire in the eouth-weet ouertet of  the town. though
notedeye Ioetly need ee otflcee rether then hoeee. The finite of  ey  diecoreriee
threetened to eehe en entirely new hoot eldch would he much bigger end note
eepeneiwe then the orifinel hed heen. eo l hewe decided to hreeh it into three
eeeller perte. to oe printed eeperetely.

Tide. the fleet o i  the three. deele with the t en  typee o I  honwlnl ehich were
retailer to the firet pheee o l  the hidueh'iel Iernlution in Ire-etch. The eecond
eill deel  e i th  eiddle cleee houein. in the eeee  period. with the eetcniehinl
contreete in leteriel etenderde o I  living which edeted in the con-unity e t  ehout
the eiddle o !  the century. end with the eccueuietin: filth end equelor which led
to the introduction or the Public leelth Act in 1350. The third hook will
continue I ron  there. heginnin; eith the ornnieetion o f  the Town Council ee the
hotel loerd of  lieelth in lh'ifl'. end ioliowinl the one-do: etory to the beginning
o! the 10th century -- e file-ordeeth struggle hetween conflicting 'Tictorien
'M-e

IC I IDHL IUE IH I 'TS

The fleet vet-don oI thie hooh wee propered in eoee heete for e outing in
lore-her 1.9M. when I wee in the eidet o I  work for Englieh lleriteje in quite e
dlflerent pert o f  the country. Hy  thenhe end echnowledlelente ere therefore due
fleet to  ell thoee eho node the ecrelereted production poeeihle. In perticnler I
meet thenh the Lieted luildinge erection of Englieh Heritelc for ellowiny e three-
eeeh: interruption of work in Surrey; end ell thnee people ehn en kindly helped
I !  to  find or to copy leter ie l  e t  very short notice. or gewe perIi-ion for I !
to nee i t :  the etefl of the Bertie Lihtery {eepecielly Terry dhee l .  the llerrie
Hoeeue end hrt Gellery ieepecielly Iyne Tron-tree}. the Lenceehire county
lineeoe ieep-ecielly len Giheon}: end ten hell. the County Archiviet. end hie
etelf.

For precticel help or advice of h'll'lfll- hinde I on indet to Gordon Duet-den in
l ie-peter Serwicee et Lenoeeltire Polytechnic. end to Peter hornehew of  Preeton
Inc.

for help with l y  wore in the lore dietent pelt (I'll! to men I owe Hunt: to
eore people then there it too- to  eention here. beginning with ell thoee eho
contributed to the booklet puhliehed I t  the Teechere' Centre. repecielly Joy Hell-
“. eh- then In } .  Since then I here hed ed'rice end encuuregelent f rn l  Stolen
Hutheeitre o f  the University of  Beet Anglie. Anthony Quincy o i  Theeee
rctytechrnir. Hone hecheneie o f  III: TV Edncetion. Herseret lheriden end Diene
fl interhottoe of  Lencuhire Coonty Librery. Illertin loh-erteon end Lucy Devwhurlt
nf  lnflieh leritege. end llietei: Hodge ol' the Bemegie heel; and eepecielly
tron Dr John llelton o I  the Uniwereity o f  Lenceeter. who kindly reed end
consented  on  the  tint heender ing  werdnne o f  I ) !  new le ter ie l .  In [Incline],

Ie t tere .  I hope that the rel-re o f  the help given by the editoriei rte” ol' the
Leoceehire Evening Poet iflndin: their old photoyrephe). hy Peter fledley in the
conveyencin; eection o l  the Town Hell [finding deeds}. end by Colin liiieon in
the Inlineer'e Deperteent  (pointing out the Sewer Iecordel. will he chime
[toe the neture of  the hook ee e whole.
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Writing thie hook hee been like one of there weird dreeee  where we  etert in e
hoeely end feeilier piece. etep through I doorway, end find oureelvee eouewhere
quite different - unrecognieeble. end neither homely nor feliJier. The piece ie
Preeton. The doorwey ie e eingle etride heck through elwoet two  hundred yeere.
The unfeeilier eurronndinge ere the houeee which no longer eeiet end which heve
been eleoet  coepletely forgotten. lilting, we eee feeilier thinge in e new lit

Brenton need to he one o f  the cleeeic eeenplee o f  e Lenceehire cotton will. town.
he  long ego ee 13545, when Cherlee Dickene need it ee e eodel locetion for hie
novel Herd Tieee  | [under  the peeudonye “Coketown“). it wee regerded ee the
epitone of eodern induetriel towne. Even nichene' Preeton ie e veil which we
euet peee through. He eew the eecond pheee of  the Induetriel llevolutinn in the
town. end the regimented houeing which went  with it - “the eeny  eeetl .  etreete
etfll lore like one enother". hut this wee hauling of  the cotton industry in ite
fully—lechenieed eeturity, when people went out to work in the eille.

The queetion which I wee intereeted in wee: whet wee it like before then, when
eeny people worked in their own hoeee? Before there were Arte of Perlieeent
end locel hye-lewe to dictete how houeee ehould he built?

One end of  housing wee the hendloon weever'e cottele with in intetrel
work-hop. lerae nowhere o f  which survive in recognieehle fore  eleewehere in the
county.  weinly in the countryeide. There heve  been thoroughly inveefigeted hy
ILLS-ith end Geoffrey Tie  line ( eeong  othere). whoee work ie well known. The
lein mhject o f  thin boot ie the n ine ,  but ite peculier eppeel is thet herdly e
single recognieehle brick hee eurvived. The hendlooe weevere’ quertere of  Preeton
ere identifiable today only by the eonueente l  tower  bloche end inner "ting-med"
which were built on their eitee in the 1950: end due. Housing built for the
reletively brief hendlooe-weeving pheee o f  Freeton'e induetriel hietory hed e very
distinctive cherecter. Huch o f  it wee etiJl etending - end still occupied - when
the Environ-eon]. Heelth officers lennched their eeeeult on ”elule" in the 1950'.
Their intereete were precticel, end they prohebly did not underetend the
hietcricel eigniflcence of the houeee they condenned.  nor record thee before
they were deloliehed.

The perflculer intereete of their book ere the cherecter of the hauling, end the
eeene of finding out ehout it.

It in divided into three cheptere. preeented in two  weye. The firet ie e deecriptive
cherecter eketch o f  the choosing econoeic  end topogrephicel hietory of  Preeton
throughout the 19th century. perticulerly its cotton induetry, in order to eetehlieh
en hietoricel content for whet  followe; end it generelly unhurdened with the
"echolerly epperetue“ o f  footnotee end In on.  The eecond end third cheptere deel
in turn with two  quite different for -e  of  houeing which reeulted true the fleet
pheee of  the Induetriel Revolution; end in theee. for the inforletion end guidence
of  other etudente. I heve tried to  integrete the story o f  the reeeerch with the
eccount of in reeulte. Thie ehould no te  it eeey for reedere to epot ey  errore;
end I ehell be greteful if they would point thee out to ee .
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Chapter  1

TH! HISTDEIGAL CENT!!!

The sun

The town o f  Preston is classically sited on the north bank o f  a large river - the
nibble - at  its lowest  bridging point, and near to the  upper limit o f  tidal flow.
It lies on  the main line o f  travel be tween  the  north and the south o f  this side o f
England. wi th  the  Pennines to  the eas t  and  the  coas ta l  uoaslands to  the west.
Situated a t  about the mid-point o f  the |E tounty  Palatine. and a t  the  boundaries o f
three o f  its historic administrative divisions { the  Hundreds  o f  Blackburn, Leylend
and Amoundemess ) ,  it was  a more  convenient centre o f  adminis trat ion ,
particularly for the various courts, than Lancaster  itself. Pros :  the 18 th  century
onwards .  as the moaslanda were  drained and converted to  the cultivation o f  grain
and vegetables,  and  as the bee f  and dairy specialisations o f  the hilly areas
developed. the town’s  importance as a narket  centre grew. 11p to and including
the 19th century, Preston was a place of  cattle, carts. and lawyers' wigs.

Entering it fro- the south, even  in the late 20th century.  one still receives a
dramatic impression o f  the difference between town and country. The town is
raised a hundred feet or  so above the  level of  the river valley. so that  the bluff.
lined with buildings. resenblea an ancient city wall, with church spires. tower
blocks. and the few surviving sill chimneys soaring above.

Fig.2: Preston fro In H alton-le- ll ale . 1938
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Mlthlflatoricaluntut

The eite in an undulating plateau of glacial drift. neatly heavy clay. with an
overlay of aand which in aoee  place: is thirty feet thick. Thin plateau ia croaaed
by a l aw  “all brooks, which have  etched little ravines for  thenae lwee .  The  clay
wee suitable for brick-leaking, the  and waa good fer drainage. the breaks were
ueeful aourcea o f  water  for the early a teae -powered  cot ton nilla. and  the
revinea aeryed either no handy placea to duep  rubbiah. or, if lore thoughtfully
adapted. ae aeweta.

Such were the advantage- of  the ancient centre of  eettlenent. which lay about
half a eile back from the timer. On a low ridge running eat  to weat,
Churchgete and Fiallergate formed a continunua atreet, with the market place on
the north aide o f  ite centre .  and the  only other  ancient thoroughfare.  I'riargate,
winding ita way  north-weatwarde  f ree  one  corner o f  thin. In IBM the nex t -um
width o f  the built-up area wee about a thouaend yarda from eaat to went. and
alightly lean from north to  eouth. between the town centre and the river war a
broom:I the Byte .  and beyond that a brow divided into anal l  narrow fielda.  To  the
want the  land fell towatde a northwards bend o f  the river, leaving a wide band
of fielda and a ana l !  connon  known aa the Hat-ah. The land northwarda and
eaatwarda wee likewise still in agricultural uae. later fondly t e l eube ted  by an
elderly inhabitant ea the "aniling fielda and  orchards" o f  hia youth; and beyond
the floor Brook to the north there waa a larger area of  con  non  lend vaguely
known ea the floor.

Fig.3: flap of Preston c.1800 [Hewitaom Preaton Court Leet Record_a, 1905]
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The Cotton Industry and _the Town

It can be painful and unsettling to see familiar rows of  houses tumbled to sooty
rubble by "clearance progres se s" .  Terraced housing has seemed an innuta‘bla
characteristic of  northern industrial towns. because we  forget how short the
history o f  such phone has been .  Born into a world already lads .  we  took it for
granted. born a century earlier. our great-great-grandfsthers had no such settled
View o f  their surroundings. Even a world-wide traveller. the historian Jones
bryce. was astonished by his experience o f  Lancashire in 13st:—

"The county has .  so to  speak.  taken a sudden leap out  o f  one age in to
another . . . The speed with which this region has increased in
wealth and population finds on parallel except  in America or
Australia. and the phenomena which have accompanied its growth are
exactly those which are observed a t  this nouent  in our newest
colonies. Towns  have risen so fast as hardly to  have  ye t  become  aware
of  their own existence: they are straggling and irregularly built.
handsome piles mixed with hovsls.  public buildings esteeporised in
odd  corners. big rambling shops in which.  as in a backwoods store.
everything is sold. from silk.- and notepaper at  one counter to
herrings and potatoes a t  the other. They are. in short. overgrown
villages of  60.000 or 70.000 people." [1 ]

Hhile the total population of England and Hales eultipliod 3’; times. from 9
eillion at the beginning o f  the century to 321: million at the end.  that of
Lancashire grew a t  almost double that rate. increasing from 6?}.1536 in 1001 to
h.£06.e09 in 1901. And while in the country as a whole the balance between
country dwellers and townsnen  shifted Iron s large rural majority to an equally
large urban majority. in Lancashire the scale and pace o f  the growth of towns
was such as had never been seen before. Hanchester and Liverpool becaae  great
world cities; urbanised villages like Chorley and Darwen became towns; and
respectably middling-sized places such as Blackburn. Bolton. and Preston. which
had between ten and fifteen thousand inhabitants at the beginning o f  the
century. had reached about a hundred thousand each at its and. In Preston the
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Fig.5: The South Prospect of Preston. by 5. and P. Buck. 13123 [part]

average addition of  each  decade throughout the 19th century was roughly equal
to the whole population in 11101. but this growth was more explosive than
tranquil. averages suggest: between [.331 end 1651 the  town's  population more
than doubled (33,001) to 63,000}.

"Preston  is a fine town" ,  Danie l  De foe  had  wr i t t en  in his Tour  about  1125.  "and
tolerahly full of people. but not like liverpoole or Manchester; besides. we come
now beyond the trading pert o f  the  county. Here's no manufacture; the  town is
full o f  a t torn ic s ,  proctors .  and  notariee . . . Here  is a grea t  dea l  o f  good
company . . ." Through the rest of the 18th century Preston continued to  develop
in this manner  as  a smal l  and  provincial, but  nevertheless locally super ior  centre
o f  Georg ian  soc i e ty ;  and  in 1195  i t  was  charac ter i s ed  by  Jonathan  Aikin as  "a
handsome well-built town. with broad regular streets and many good houses
rendered say  by assemblies and other places o f  amusement,  suited to the  genteel.
style o f  the inhabitants". [2 ]

Peace
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dildo had not  noticed the little 3-etorey "Yellow rectory" put up by John
Hort-och in 1791. behind the house- It  the east end o f  Church Street; but John
Hot-rocks and his brother Samuel were men whose enterprise could not  be
overlooked for long.  Hithin a few years they built two  more mills here in the
aouth-esat corner of the town - Frenchwnod Factory {1797} and hole Street
(1802); end two  others near the newly-opened Lencsster Canal on the north-west
side - Hose Factory (”96 .  and still stsnding} end Canal Factory (11'99). The
Hot-rocks brothers were only the first end the nes t  successful o f  the s en  who
were to make Preston one o f  the classic cotton towns o f  Lsncsshire. In 1825
there were sixteen mills in the town; and by 18“  about thirty, eleven o f  which
had  been built in  the mid 1330‘ s .  But ,  if the Industrial Revolution had  arrived in
Preston. a t  this stage it  was still very lop-sided.

In the eerly 19th century cotton spinning wee s nechsnised factory process. but
weaving generally we!  not.  The revolution in spinning had been made possible by
Jones  HargreavesI  s hend loon  weaver  o f  Oswaldtwi s t l e  nesr  BlackburnI who
invented a machine or "engine" (nick-named "jenny“? which could operate many
spindles s imultaneous ly;  and  by  Richard nrltwright o f  Pres ton .  who  used It
different method  o f  echieving the same  result. but  be t t er  suited to  being driven
by water  power ,  and  there fore  known as  the  "water  f rame" .  Each  of. these  types
of  mechanised spinning wss further developed. Arkwright's was eventually
perfected elsewhere as the "thrnstle". but for more important in Preston was the
hybrid machine known as the "mule". developed in ” l9  by Richard Cronpton
f rom the  principles o f  Hargreaves '  jenny.  The  mule had  hundreds  o f  spindles fed
by  a whee led  cerrisge riding inwards  end  outwards .  The  yarn was  spun  during the
extension end  wound onto  the spindles  on  e sch  return journey. Unti l  the  invention
of  the  "se l f -actor" mule .  the csrriege was  driven by  the  spinner himself  turning
a whee l .  Compl i ca ted  and  cumbersome  though  i t  appeared .  the mule  was  an
efficient mechine o f  beautiful ingenuity {as enyone who hes wstched one It work
will appreciate}.  capsble o f  producing extremely fine yarn.

Fig.6: Hule spinning [Baines History o f  ll'lotton

Cot ton  Manufac ture ]
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According to the eecretery o f  the Spinnere' Union (reported in the Preeton
Chronicle in 1361). in 18:12 there 1were  32 all]: in Preeton with e total of
190.102 spindles; two  o f  these mills not: need the new "eelf-ectore“. but :11 the
other: etfll relied on  hend-nulee ,  end e11 were  worked  by  male  epinnere. e t  thet
date  none  511 in all. These eltflled end highly-win I en  employed their own
certificate. loch no the "phone" 1who  crewled under the cert-loge: to e end  broken
threede.

' ' Dome Tune Tue“ hno' Tom-rt Ymuu
£023.“, Intel: furnlehed Ionic mums. ”I Iho

V t position of theoottun tredo in un- town, Wu hum
t 'en furourod with room rtioulerl of tho munlmr ol'

I nulfl  endeplndloe  “1133  end  [3‘2]. from which  mung.
HE. nub .  load of tho extonelon of tho trmlo hillufl
thet time. . '1?!- return I'll t up with groel. onro by the
abort-time Dommittoe. In BIB there were very [ow nth:
eotor mule: in the town. onlyr two mllle thou bowing
thorn; 131833 there Irene none.
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Fig.7: Btetiedce of  the cotton winning trede of Preeton in 1832
[Preeton Chronicle. 19  March 1362]
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Heeving.  on the other heed,  eee  ebout helf e century behind. Although e pover-
driven loom hed been invented in 13935 by the Reverend Edeund Certeri3ht, it
required no eueh  hueen  intervention - to "dreee" the threede. to propel the
ehuttle through the uerp.  end to spot feulte - thet it vee en  unreliable end riehv
inveetnent  for nenufeeturere o f  cloth. Only efter the invention o f  "picking
etloke" to throw the ehuttle to end fro, in 1328. end other inprovenente  to
eutoeetie operetion nede  in Eleeltburn in Ian-e2 .  could veeving be lechenieed
ee relieblv end profitebly ee epinning. There hed been eone  internediete eteaee
of improvement. eo thet by the 1320 n it vee  obvious thet power-doom veeving
hed cone  to etey. but it uee not  yet efleepreed.  Herd-heeded nenufeoturere
bided their t ime ,  uetehing the fete o f  the eerlv optieiete. In 1332 e Preeton
grocer end tee-denier 1weut  benltrupt: the euetion o f  hie poeeeeeione includedI
behind hie ehop et 106 Fiehergete. "turn lerge Buildings cunteining 159 Self
Acting Leone" .  another  benkrupt. the epclnner end eenufeeturer  Frenoie Sleddon,
eeeue  to beve euffered eiun'lerl'glI free over—enthueieel in 18“. when hie Henover
Street I111 nonteined 3.296 eefl-eetor mule epindiee. 8.120 heed lule epdndiee.

Fig.8: The pover lone [leieee Histogz o f  the Cotton I.||Ienl.lfeel:u1:eI 1535]



Chapter I :  ‘lhe Historical Dmtert

Fig .9 :  Power  loom weaving {Baines  History  o f  Cot ton  Manufac ture ]

6.000 throatle spindles, and 525 looms.  Maybe Hr Sleddon was yet unlucky.
because his bankruptcy occurred at the height a t  the second great change in
Preston's cotton industry.

The railways had arrived. The Preston to Higan line was opened in 1333; then
came  lines to  Lancaster1| to F lee twood.  and to Longridge ( than latter two  parts
of an at tempt  to fore a cross-country link between the west  and east coasts.
forestalled by an alternative route through Blackburn]; the link to Bolton and
Hanohester in 18“ ;  to Blackburn in 13156; and finally t o  liverpool in ”#9 .  Gate
and hay were giving way to coal  as the principal fuel o f  transport. At the sa l e s
t ine  the fixer serious a t t empts  to  exploit Preston's  position a t  the  head  o f  the
Rihhle estuary by developing it as a port were initiated; and with such apparent
success tha t  in 1M5 the new quay was  "so thronged that the schooners were
obliged to lie two  deep". while in “MB thousands of  spectators lined the bank of
the river to  watch the arrival of  the first 300 ton veeeel from New titles“.'
laden with cotton and corn.

In the raid lBhD a cane  the greatest burst o f  industrial expansion which the town
has ever seen.  Seventeen new line were built, prompting one  o f  the leading
citizens to remark {a t  a meeting o f  the  lnproveeent  Connissioners in 13“.}
that "the town wee increasing at  a very rapid rate, tall chimneys and lion-sheds
were risirm as if by magic" (emphasis added}. af ter  the uid 1350a  moat
weavers in Preston worked a t  power-looms.

It is the very late transition to  power—lone weaving - in the early to mid 181501
- which matters most to the  historian o f  early 19th century housing in Preston,
hecause up to then most weavers worked a t  hand- loone in their own homes.
Until the catastrophic  drop  in prices for hand lnon  weaving during the  1320 3.
weavers were  relatively well-off and  independent .  In Rogerson ' s  Pres ton  Directory
of  1318, for IIIIIPIB. more than EGO weavers were named individually. which
suggests that at  that  date they were still regarded as tradesmen in their own

M10
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H510 'Ihl handball in than” . . . [H.A.Guut Culgmdinul Ilium... 1323]

[13.11: . . . and in practice [Lancuhiru Etmurttawr Huseum]
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H.510 13h: handle-on in than! . . . [E.A.Gunt Congandinun Ilium... 1323]

[13.11: . . . and in pron-dc: [Lancuhiru County Huneuml
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atteruarda aentionad in trade directorial. Their rugged
right; theyIr 1warn never 1oca1 journa‘flat and
individuality urea recall-d half a centuryr later by the

hiatcrlln Authoring;r Flt-Himm-

“Handleoe weaving is new about aa hopelan a job at trying to extract

aunlight out  of cuculhera;  but at that  the it I'll a paying affair.

Heavera could then afford to  play two  or three daya a week .  earn

excellent Hagen. afterwards uear  top boote. and then thrash their

wire: in contor t  without the interference o f  po l i ce -en  . . . Cock-

fighting. badger-hailing. poaching. drinking. and dog—worrying forced

their aovereign delighta: and the}:r were an amazingly rude and

dangeroua that even tar-collector: durat not.  at  thee .  go a long

than .“  [3 ]

The employera of handle-o- ueauera were the "aanufacturera" 1uhuae  ho laa  or

uarehouaea are Hated in the Trade Directoriea of the period a t  addreaaea

acattered round the  old centre o f  the town .  I lfl?  of  thee  in Fiahergate and  the

narrow atreeta and courtyard: leading off  it.

rigJZ: Extract fro- flogereon'a Directory. 1813
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Tho IIIct ouohoro of thooo wooooro and Ionufooturoto aro ditficult. if not
i.- poooiblo. to find; portly hotauoo tho trodo outforod ohoolting upo Ind downo.
and oat-t1}I hocouoa tho writton ooorooo Ito uouony woguo about tho diotinotioo
botwoon hood- and powor-loon woowoto. {Hot thot their outhoro could not toll
tho diffotohoo: tI‘IIoIIIr could. but in tho lll'lf you-o it woo tokoo for grontod thot
'Ioowor" loom: hondloon woowor, Ind Lotor thot it Iooht  powor-Ioool wooworI}
Hfhlpo tho turning point in thio roopott woo about IMO. Hhittlo'o Trado
Mutton! o f  15“  lists tho cotton firloo of Pro-ton undor throo hoodingo: "Cotton
Spinnoto' {light loo-Io .  taking IiIII for ground}; "Cotton Spinooto Ind Powor
Loo- Hauufocturooo" (fiftoon ha los } ;  Ind "Cot ton  Ind Hualin Honufooturoro".
listing 23  noon  and oddtooooo. with "hood loo .“  or "powor Ioo l"  in htockoto
Iftor ooch.  Only thtoo of thooo woto using powor loo-o.  oowootooo woro skill: on
"(hand loo- l“ .  Ind ooo woo uaing hoth lfltlll. Eightoon would ho tho Iinilul
nt-or o f  f ir-o  who  won  otill hoping hondlool wooworo in work a t  thot doto.
bocouoo oo -o  o f  tho louufooturoro in tho oooond ootogory cortodnlf did oo oo
won.I oithot cuflflnuuullf or iutoroittontly. otcordio; to tho Itoto of  trado.

Fig.1]: fool Fulton Pilot, 1325 [13.1% lotroot fro- Hhittlo'o
Diroctory. lB I l
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letebliehin; the nuehere of hendlooe weevere theeeelvee in even herder. hot it in
otwwinuelgnr oeceeeerwr for en underetending o f  eerlv industriel hon-ion in the town.
A peflhook for the election o f  December 1330 l (when  Preeton. ercentionellliluIr
eeong  indnetriel towne. enjoyed univereel Ienhood euffrege} identifier 1.13713
eeevere - though none o f  these I ey  heve been corrupt!)r invented or reieed froe
their grevee for politicel pnrpoeee. h t  e public eeet ing  on  dirtreee neon;
weevere ceueed by the Spinnere' Strike of  183?. one epeeher eeid thet there were
then 1.050 l oo -e  idle in the tovn  (implying thet  there were othere which were
not  idle).  end  be tween  these de ter  the  Report o f  the  Select Cone i t t ee  on
Hendlooe  Heevere '  Petitinne {1834“ recorded  the  evidence of. one  virneee thet
there 1were  LOGO veevere in the town  end 10,00!) in the  enrrouedina country
dilrricte. Reports in contenporery newepepere give contrndicttlrvr in  preeeionn. For
eeeep le ,  the Preston Chronicle reported in April 1635  the t : -

"eince the introduction end  edveocing epphcedoo o f  poeer  loo-e,
hend loo- weevin; in loot f or  ever  . . . Merryr o f  our Preeton eel‘tere
ere giving up  further hueineee in their countryr eerehoueee, end ere
eleo leeeeninfi their eetehliehlente e t  ho l e" ;

but in July 1336:-

1"”I'hn dee  end for hend  loo- weevere generellv ee l  ecercely ever eo
brink ee e t  the preeent eoeent  . . . The  f ee t  in. lennfectnrere ere
Inviting their work,  which in chieflyP o f  the con  eon  description, to be
woven fro- houee to  houee. end offering higher wegee ."

Our intereet ie thoee homer. in which the  doeeetic veeving  {minaret-1|r wee cerried
on; end fro- the evidence ebove {ell or which. it ehould be noted. deter fro-
the period o f  decline} it would eppeer thet  there were envthing between one end
three thoueend o f  thee  in Preston. (Chepter 111 pureluee this qua-don in detefl.)

[13 .15 :  Preeton fro-  Penworthee  Hill c . 1320
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£13.15: Prooton from tho aouth. about 1830 [Lila-wood]

1ho impact of tho cotton industry on tho town which had hooo "nfltod to tho
gontool otylo o f  tho inhabitaoto" in 1795 no ;  ho hdgod fro- o ohango of tono
in tho doocripfiona gluon in ouoooaoiuo Ttodo Dirootorioo. In IB IS: -

“Prooton contain: many troll built homo. and.  togothor with tho
noighhouflog townships. in tho rooidonoo of our:r opulont folilioo.
Porhopo a noro agrooahlo to io  rosidoooo could not ho found in tho
county." [o ]

By 1823 tho tono 1woo frankly ow:-

“flal f  a oontury ago Prooton could not ho ootod an a manufacturing
town. and . . . no noro rouarhahla for tho rooidoooo of indopoodont
poraono and its chino to gondfity. than for tho production of
ardcloo dooood  an ooaontialljir noooooory to adorn tho rich and clotho
all ranks. Tho rapid otrldoa of aoionco and art, rondorod ouhoordoot
to Ilchinlnf and Iaoufaoturoa in gooora], havo. of  Into yooro.
overtaken and includod Proctor: along-1: tho nanufooturing to“: of
Lanoaohiro." [5]
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In 1547 there were to  cotton nine eeploying 13.851 "hende", which wee eleoet
e querter of  the whole populetion. Dwer hell theee "hende" were women end
children, end eoet of  then worked in big line. Conpered with other cotton
towne in Lenceehire, Preeton'e nil].- were exceptionally big bueineee. The euerege
workforce in [35?  won over 300; nine flrle employed more then 500, while
Horrocke Miller in Co with 2.000. end Sweineon E Birley with 1.1.00. were glente
by my etenderde. Hortocke'e bueineee recorde ehow thet  they  were eerteting
Preston producte in South A ler i ce .  the hell: Incline. end ebowe e1], l o lhey  end
Cllcuttl; end reciproeeny ilporting enorloue quentifiee of indigo, epicee. end
til.

At the heert o f  thin eeoticelly extended web of trede by Preston. one of the
lodele chance by Cherlee Dickene in 135 ‘  for hie tele Herd Thee:-

"You eew nothing in Coketown but whet wee eewerely workful . . . It
wee e town of red brick, or o f  brick thet would hewe been red if the
eeoke  end eehee hed allowed it . . . It wee e town of  uechinery end
tell chieneye.  out o f  which interlinehle eerpente of  n i che  treiled
the-eelwee for ewer end ever,  end neuet got uncoiled . . . Seen Eroll
e dietence . . . Coketown ley ehrouded in e heze o f  in: own ,  which
eppeered inperwioue to the lun'e  reye. You only knew the town wee
there. beceuee you knew there could hewe been no euch eulky blot upon
the proepect without I t own ."

[13.17: Heston from Penworthen [Illustrated London Hewe. 6 Sept. 1362]

Peale
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MAS:  Swainacn and l ithy'a Pickwick Hi1]. known aa “Thu liq Factual-r"; it Ill
aractad in 1523.  a t  tha acuth-aaat cut-hat o f  tha turn .  on tha bro!

evaluating tha kibble Valli}.

In that bout Dickana Iaa intaraatad in what can " lad- tn“  about Contain.
tathar than what uaa nM-taahinnad at al- ply tatan tat granted. Tha dccan at an
' lanutacturara" aha  had an  aura: angina. and an am. aithar. but uhc  can
a lp lcy lact  tc handlcc- uaavara (Ivan at  that data). uaca nut cal-tract to his
tha la .  Inc can tha fact that. althcugh a lincunat light catch a ataal train
to Hacchaatac cc Landon. if his I111 caught fira tha Era—angina would hava tc In
drags-d to tha acana by hcraaa. ct  Ivan hf tha l ira-an the-nah“.  and tha
uatat  puupad  by  cuacla-pouar alnna. llcr did ha tan his raadara that than
uata cthat “an: than a lnka  and hat angina nil. Ha daacrihad tha "aavacal Inga
attacta all vary Ilka cna  autumn. and many "all atraata still can  1111 can
anathar", but ha d idn ' t  aantinn tha old strata and that: taaa ing caurtyarda; nut
tha ccnditlcn in which ha Iuat hava alparlaccad than through an Ban 0! his
aanaaa - ainca Icat had naithat drain! not aauara at tha tiIa. This uaa laft fur
cthat viaitcta tn "part.

(Inc at than uaa a rapnttar for tha architactural aaakly Tha Build-t. 0n  tha
1th and tha Nth a! Data-bar  1661. a aariaa undar tha tifla 'Ccndition-cf Out
Tnuna" brought matnn to public attantinc. Tha udtat canad :11 through tha
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”3.19: Cottolol on tho wont lido o f  TithIhIr-n Stroot c . 19 lfl .  [Tho photogroph
hoo mflorod. but in tho originol it in podblo to loo thlt tho whito
oooo oro thotohod. Tho brick hoodo It tho loft Ind tight-hood ood- of
tho row ounoot I duo of Ihout 1100.]

town outing whot ho III. I foo oltrocto will tho tho floworur of tho wholo. lo
Morton:-

"lr  tho lino of  tho LIucIItor look i.- I wocy nIrrow otroot of  wow
low houou. occupdod hr ourwoyoro. load “onto, woluoro. I hoIdlI. I
fiorifl'l officor. I boot chop. out! I tailor: down which flokoo o f
ooot on flying out! oottJi-ug on  tho  crockod.  bod powooont .  in which
chomoll oro Iodo  in col -unicodoo with ortornol woodon Ipoutin' to
tho houooo. loyood thio. "on:  tho o lor t  ohopo of Fiohorgoto. Rondo
I thotchod houoo. with bulgod photor won: - tho loot woody a t  old
Prootou in this huotflul Itrooo o f  oodoru tattle."

Tho III-tot 11t "is I hootloooo too-y poroIIoIogrol. ourtoundod on two
idol by good show, inns, Ind hotol; by tho Town-hon on tho third:
out! by I row o f  ohopo on tho fourth do... which is hrokon up  by
an”. loodiug to tho Shoo  hloo in tho nor o f  tho .  . . . Tho guttorl
in tho oorkot-ploco run with floor thrown out of  homo: in tho courto
oround; choonolo Icrool tho powooont  in Cloytou-oourt - cholmolo fro-
urinoll in I PIIIIII to tho lino Anchor - chooooh in poooogo to
Stroit ShIohloI.  - In fund-h tributIrioI to tho ItrIIo . . .
Hflcockoon'o-court dooo tho oo lo :  Ginhow outry. looding to tho
HhIItohIIf Ind “hito Hort. bring down tho coi l - in;-  froo upoood
urinolo Ind otIhlo ouch  . . . "

III-15
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F1330: Preeton Herket Place c.18hfl

Thinee looked up e bit in whet in now Lenceeter lined. but not for 1on1:-

"Tbe poet office [in] in e block of newly-erected lofty hooeee . . .
Atteched to the Stenley t ree ,  in the eeee  block, in e notice-bond.
inecribed 'Police reguletione. Heke no wet.‘  And yet et the end of
the hotel there in en unprotected urinel; end, unprofided for by
dreinege. the urine Howe ecroee the peweeent  in e broed etreee.III

The writer'e journeye outwerde reinforced theee iepreeeione: in the endent
etreete, ouch ee Friergete. which wee lined with einiJer courtyerde; in one of the
eerly "terreced" etreete just behind l'riergete. High Street (now the site of
Iingwey). where e huge uncoupleted newer diecherged ite contente down the
centre o f  the etreet; end in the newly built enbut’be to the north end not. In the
Plunginlton eree to the north:-

“Ilew .111- ere built without tooth. The Queen'e Hm. newly btflt
(1561)  on  tide eoor. hee neither roede nor dreine; end the rein end
weete eteee hewe tor -ed  lehee eround it o f  coel-eeh and,  which the
operetiwee luet ford to enter the Hill. A lendownet here provided hie
houeee with dreinege end weter cloeete; but, unfortunately, the went
at  pleyground obliges the children to pley where they eey .  end the
cioeete econ got out o f  order; end thie pioneer eoweeent  wee ebendoned.
end the reign o f  the ceeepool teen-ed.“
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And Ilong How Hon Loan to tho out  o f  tho town:-

"Horo nino, Ind onto  and:  o row of honooo, with I non  woowln; in I
ooIlIr o f  ono o f  thon;  o groot otognont owoop ,  with I brick-yon! in
it. Ind o oquoro dung—hoop; In ioolotod row of honooo in Shofflngton
rood. with pools o f  droinogo Iprood hoforo thou;  loot-o nmo. noro
Ind ,  noro  dwo’fllngo propped up while building . . . “

'l'ho ooot opt loco! oonnont  on thin collision botwooo tho old world ond tho now
woo: "Prooton lo I hundrod your: in otroIr of tho mutual}!r Ind oonowhot  mrprioinl
prom-III of ito own oInutooturoo". Hritton in IBM. this would Itfll howo boon
fair oon lont  thirtyF you-o 1otor.

rum: Intact from Pro-ton Goordion 30 Now. 18“

Pop!)

‘ “Powwow—Dion on thin. lonnhot mmn tho
north. Fulton iI print-hi} tho only ouo which II tnlttliltll
to mid to in  pupniItlon, loo Ioolth. itI howl-in. to I I?
oooolnlorohlo oltont. without It tho II-o tlou l'lourinl,r II o
litr- ooru-opondin Moon-too In t iri l lnl ion.  tloonllnI-II. Ind
tho Inoliorotiuno In tho notoriol port of tho oily. III otrwoto
moo  noon-w oudlo rrunllod Incl II dirty Io our. Your foulr
of “I Ihnpo. "on In Ftlht'rgl'll. tho Hogout-o'lrool of tho

I, ooh hit on; Islpoonnto of lmprowomont [mun whol
r Iouot hooo boon in; port Igo. l l  poooooooo no with

building. not “on I moi-hot; out! on runnyr fiotlmlo owonln.
tho hnlthoro‘ ohmhioo. Ind other IhIdI In: tho 'Ipllf III'
“or: muletohio commodity. In on up in I lino on no
lino of tho "I7 Ilroot jtlli nomml. nooriy to in  Iholo length.
0:“a filth. toniuolon. Ind Inconoonlonco. It will hill"!
bl holiotod lhot thorn oIiIIo no ouch thing II I public or In}
other hoth. hot or cold. in i’roolon. Thoro In torn tuition}
non-oroono in tho pioco—Flho ono I littlo mono Inolocrotio
thou tho othol; Jot  Iron tho lotto: iI wry unworthy of tho

* Ito-dill] ponplo who unhocriho to it. PIIIIIIII. I upon it. h
fill-y yon" in Irroor of flu pronoun! Iii modom mambo.
tnri towno in Englond. in tho confonimooo. tho oomhllo.
Indulgo oubolilohuonto of Eli: nIrJt lo I hnndmd If.“
II on!" nl' tho flood; Ind Ioloowhot Inrprioing prolI'III ol’
III on mufontnroo. It loo Into Iloor in lmpronn . on!
“on“ to tonoioi only of pooplo Mont on moo-ling or th by
onmnorfl. monuhoturo. Ind I ocIIIItion. It would tIh
holl’ I oonlury ol Mood}r poll-Ii Innl I tonoilloflhlo upon-
dritnro ohnonoy. tn moho Proolnn whoi Honchoolor. HIht‘II.
Baal-hurl. Wokolloitl. or I‘ll! Huddonflold. In. Ind hon
boon in I long limo. Jtntl rot. tojndgo from I ilttlo o 'oodo
in tho dolly routino nl’tho ploto. to which I Ivino I ‘I’ in“.
in tho noon Inn-tot. ono would l'ooi iii-pond to coon-lo: tho
Humor-ion on intollrctuolpoo lo. l‘. iioonIIIl howhor horin'
Idtortlooll tho imp-oration II intondod Iolo of tho-no thoni
norl of choop hmhl. hod boon Io Inoooooflll in hio nporoiion.
Ihlflh no cullod on in tho upon norhot-plooo. til-It ho loll
it not to Ipdqin tn " tho "oiling puhlio" hotonoo hlo
hmoi no: hot! boon uhounml I «log.r nonnor that ho boll
Inlmpotoi Ho proloiood. II tho ouoo limo. tho lilorotl of
hoot-on. to romrn Ioon with I It!“ IIooo Iplondid Inpplp fit
in: “Woof—Dr. M1 Jpooorloflooi.
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onothor wioitor to Pro-ton in ion!  had boon lit ILIJai-con, oont by tho board of
Trodo to toport on tho cocooqooncoo of tho Cotton Faoino (couood by tho
Andrican Civil. Hot).  Ho ropcrtod that  thoco woro 71 nil]: in tho town ond that
tho cunbot  o !  poroono «mutuallyr oopioyod in thoo woo 25.000. This wao probably
ooootbin: of  a "lunatic-don". boood on what tho ooployoto told b io .  bocauaa
ouch o figuro would hawo oncuntod  to  31 !  o f  tho whoio populotion. Dc  tho othot
hand. it is not  on wory dittoront from tho picturo twantr you-o lotor, whon tho
como rocordod o total population of  93,120. o! whoo 25,909. or 2T1. woto
oopioyod in tho taxtilo induotnr; and in 1833 tho local Iflotorion Anthony
flowitoon liotod 13  oillo onploying oolaa 25.000 hando. or 30‘: of tho populotion.
Thot ooono to hawo boon tho pool: o f  cotton'o doninonco in Pro-ton {though tho
pool: of  ito proopority hod llrlld'f pauod}. I1! 1901 tbo nuoboro had bolun to
slip both olmohlhlnljr and rahtiwoiy: thoto woto 23.735 ooplnyod in cotton. which
woo thon a ooro 21 !  of tho populotion.

During thin lotor poriod or continuod do. and thou olow doc‘flno of tho induotry
thoto won  a nil-bot o !  ligniflcont changoo in ito noturo. Holt. tho lilo o f  tho
nil].- grow from on  ovotogo o f  300 hando in tho niddlo o f  tho contury to  about
350  in tho taco  o .  and alnoot  can by  1850.  Socond. tho combo:  o f  t i t -o  Inlllltl
in tho spinning branch olono. which had hogan tho Induotrial lowoludon in
Pro-ton. did not incroaoo wory much {9  in 1351. 13 in 1833}: thooo who
concontratcd month-o1]r on woawicg outno-botod thou  by  about two  to  ono;  and
thou who coobinod both procooooo woto not only onto noootouo than oithor but
also gonorolly lorgot'. Pro-ton woo noithor tho Ironing contto o f  tho world (lilo
lumlor) not tho opinning contra (ao Oldhan bocol lo) ;  but, ao for an tho wotkoto
woro concomod, it woo bocol ing progroodwoly Inoro intotootod in Ironing. In
not :  H:- Fat-non roportod that thoro woro 6,0015: woaworo and 1,615 opinnoro.
Fowor-lcoo woowing wao mainly wooon'o work, and that to tho third chango o!
groat oigniflconco to tho oocial hiotorioo: olthough in 1851 onlyr just out hol! of
tho cotton wothoro wot-o wonon,  by 1351 two-thirdo of tho:  woro woolon: Ind
by 1901, throo-quattoto. ono in throo of who:  woo not-rind.

[13.22: Hollon woowoto in Aquoduct flmot Hill. c .1910
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“thooo on only' otocioticl. Hhot thoy hunt to I11 thoII tonihoo who woro wokon
by tho "tnockor—up". It  5.30 in tho oorning. nix doyo I woolt. {I Inothor lottor .
Hort in tho cotton min; on  prohohly novor I ploIIuro {oncopt whcn conporod
with no work It  I11)II but I fow pooplo whoII working 11o owtondod tron Ilnoot
tho Ian-ginning to IlnoIt tho ond of tho contury noticod chongoo in tho Iociol
Itooophoro o f  tho industry, not  nocoIIII-ily for tho hottor.

Tho-II  hInhI. SocrotIry o f  tho Spinnoro Union. writing I "short Shotch of tho
Cotton Trodo in Prooton"-i.n 1385. hogon it th :-

"Tolclng I rotroopocdwo wi o f  tho Ii£o of I cotton tIctory'r 1Id of
1821; Ihort o f  Iovon you! of Igo:  otorting work hoforo oi: o'clock
in tho looming: trotting on through tho  long clogr till noorlyr oiaht
o 'c lock  It  night, out! I t  tho "so  lI:I.IIo on i’eoturtiojllr nighu. with
littlo t ino Inowod for nook.  A ropo hung up in owory whool houoo
[Lo. whoro tho whootod nuloo woro]. for t t  purpooo wo will “Loon
you to judgo . . . tn  thiI I'd-o Ind Iohour for Rodd. I wook."

lot ho ondod it on I dittotont noto. inlay-in: diIoItiItIction with tho prolont
rIthor thIn tho put:-

‘Ho  howo livod long onough to witnooo tho rial Ind pronoun of  cotton
spinning in Hootcn out! its doc'lino, Ind con won ronolbor  thot loco
thIn oixty yooro I30 tho no  I I I  o f  tho oIrljl pionooro in cotton
opinning Ind wanting woro liko houoohold wordo. Tho oIrl.)r pionooto
took I opociol intoroot in tho wolfIro Ind proopority of tho town.
Ind ronidod Inongot  tho pooplo, Ind spout thoir roomyr  I lflnfl t  tho
trIdIIpooplo o f  tho  borough. Thoir nonoI  woro  Arkwright. Cohort,
Boudoir. Hltino. lit-low, Silpoon, Elith.  Ado .  Loigh. Hot-on.
Horroch. Minor. Cottoron. Aihoworth. Polly. Gordnor, Cloyton.
EwIinIon Ind Birioy, Ind othor: . . . "

'rhiI prooptod hi- to ronoohor  tho "rooting“ of  Swoinoon Ind lirloy'o "his
Foctory" Ihout 1323.  which wI I  colohrotod with I out}P in tho noo  hill. "with
Ipicod III Ind currInt hroIdIr Ind thoro wII oono  tino ocooporihg Ioon;  thooo
Iorlo long roooo  lilo I lot o f  young hIroI".

In 1903 I locII aIpIpor pdntod tho rocolloctiono o! In Bl-yoor-oid cotton
workor, IIlr Ho l loo ,  who  ro lo lhot 'od  oitoctly tho IoIo  houro o f  work for tho
oono noo ll Tho- I I  hooks. Ind thIt ho ofton c Ioo  hooo  block own! the iron
tho Ihouldoro down to tho thigho tron tho otroppingo thot ho  rocodwod: I"l‘ho old
hood—whool Ipinnoro woro rogulor IlIwI driooro". On tho othor hood:-

""l'l'togpr woro tiloo o f  [root oocitolont. lily. thou loonod  Ioro lilo
Ind tiro thon in oworything. I hovo Ioon tho vorI Icohhlootonoll
I11 pullod up for tho full length o f  Church Stroot during tho
ohcfion riots [of 183?]; 1 how noon tho windowo o f  tho Bull Hotol
oloohod to noon ,  Ind tho tront roono Iould ho I l loot  full o f  proving
ItonoI . .. . Hy ItIto Ind got-torn. tho}:r hId I do with thoir
hludgoono. which. Ind In};r not of i lplouonto II would I Iho  I III-It."

Flo-1'1



Mm R11:- material untied:

The liver of auch people had apenoed both phaeea of the loduatrlal Revolution in
Preeton'a cotton induatry: that  when the handloon weaver and his vigoroua and
ioaenitary culture prevailed. and that  when the  power-loom and the aewer
gradually replaced it with the economic power o f  the female  and the culture of
hygiene. ln t erIna  o f  the history o f  induatrial homing these pheaea are
epproainately equivalent to the difference between the weawere' peculler
cottagea. all o f  which have been loat, and the regilented terracea o f  orthodox
two—up—eod-two-downa, which are only now being awept away.  Title booklet ia
devoted to the atudy of the first of theae phaaea.

$13.23: By 1M2 the hendlooe weawere of  Preeton were feeling the preaaure . . .
[muatradon of report on "Plug Plot" riot of 13 August 1am

TllE ILLUSTRATED LUNIJUH NEWS
-h - - - :_—_._ . .  _ .

. ' | I
, I f f  ' I- I I . I" f . r

l l ' 2:1} ; . \  I I .  ”‘1 \ " i :- l l , l l tT i ll‘ - " ' . . . . ' 
l . . .  : ‘ . I

| | . ' 1 |u ‘h .  51" .  I. n a l l .  I ' I I I I I I I  I . ‘  I l ' l l '  H l l i l i l -  ' -H"l  '5“ I '  e" ;



Chepter Ii
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The sources of  interestion

All the cottages which ere the subject o f  this end the following cbspter beve
been delolished. leeving little or no  trece. Colpsred  with the second hell o f  the
century (which. Is I consequence o f  the lB  Public Heelth Act.  hes I coeplete
series of stetutorily deposited building plens beginning in 1350}. there is not
such  docueentsry evidence either. At first i wee stueped by this problem. but
mblequent efforts heve proved thet relevent neening can  be wrung fro- the
reesining sources with the sid o f  I little inspiretion end I lot of luck.

The lost useful end colprehensive ere obvious ly : -  sea of verious kinds. The
Ordnence Survey covered Preston on sceles of  6 inches to the file in 1H5 .  no
inches in 15H.  end 126 inches in 1392. The sheets o f  the 60-inch e sp  ere
indispensebly useful for deteiled study of  buildings. Earlier periods ere covered by
lccsl I IE I  of  verious kinds. fortunstely It  useful intervele. First is Willie:
Shshesheft's e sp  o f  1809. on s scele o f  6 inches to  50D yerds. which he very
helpfully revised Ind brought up to dots  in soother edition in 1822; they lock the
deteil o f  the Drdnence Survey (showing blocks o f  building undivided by houndery
lines}. but they do identify which buildings hsd been built by these detee .  end
which hId not; end the deteils cen  be filled in from other sources. The seen  but
finely-deteiled town plsn published by Edwerd he ines in  1325 es s supplenent to
his Directory of  Lencsshire is surprisingly useful. considering its ecele. Then
there is the lerge-scsle e sp  executed by the Preston surveyor J.J.HEes in 1536.
followed by the Tithe Plsn o f  13“]. which must heve been besed on the s eas
survey. Finally. there is I set  of  Sewer  Record plea on e scele of  one  inch to
H feet. which eppesr to be the product of the survey of  the town csrried out in
the eerly 1350's  by the Locel Boerd's first surveyor. Henry lirigg. The perticuler
veins of the inforeetion conteined on this set o f  piece will eppeer in Chepter m.

Bquelly indispenseble ere certsin official written records. principelly the c____eusus
e__n__ueeretors's returns end the Lend TI :  books. sons  of  which cover the whole
town. house by house. {The see s  should epply to the R i t e  Books for the period.
if they survive. but in Preston they heve not  cone  to light. end ere seid to  hswe
perished in the Town lien fire of  19” . )  Unfortunately. the  decennisl censuses
did not  becoee  detailed enough for our purposes until um; end the Lend Tee
books. which end in 1832 owey .  ere usefully detailed in Preston only I t  the
end of  the series.

The other offloisl records which ere slnoet es comprehensive in Preston ere
Egnhoolts of  Perils-eatery elections. end  the ennuel Rogers o f  Electors. The
Borough of Preston enjoyed universsl eels suffrege free  1768 to  1832. so the
poflhoolts ere lists o f  virtuslly e11 Isle inhabit-Its. with their occupations and
eddresses. Although the heel  effect o f  the 1832 Before  Act  wes  to ceuse e
reduction of the electorete. the lster pollboolts. end the Registers o f  Electors
which the Act  ceused to be coepiled. ere still very full lists: coeprehensive for
the eiddle classes. end I good representative frection of  the working cleesee -
et lust in this period.

Pee-1i
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Theae eourcea are eaeentially coeprehenaiwe, and readily available for public
inepection at the County Record Office or Library (in Preaton. t1“ “II-'1'“
library}. lleither of theae benefits appliea to doculente of anal: funda'lentel
interest to hietoriena of housing. Ltle deeda to property. Deeda are naturally the
private property of  the ownera  o f  houeea in any caae.  an that hiatoriana hawe no
right to one them except by perlieaion of the ownere. 0n  the other hand. large
quantitiea of dead: to houaea which were acquired by the Local Authority
(uaualiy by conpuleory purchaae}. and aubaequently deeoliahed, have been
depoaited in the Record Office. where  they can  be examined .  UnfortunatelyI legal
changea and re feree  in the 1920 a and later. denigned to apeed up the proceaa n!
conweyancing, hawe reduced many deede to euneariea o f  the neat recent changee
o f  ownerahip; and in many caaea the deeda o f  individual buildinga belonging to
eatetea which were later aplit up date only i ron  that  t ine - ueually the late
19th or  early 20th centuries. Hheu  you eel: to aee the deed- o f  any particular
property you newer know whether you will he ahown a nail  file o f  boring
typeecript. or a fat bundle of. parcheente covered with legal jargon containing a
few gene  of ueeful information.

All of  the written eourcea nentioned an far are what in lightly daacribad ea
'tiee-conauning“ to nae. and deeda by far the eoet unpredictable. liith the
exception of deede. which I have had t ime  to an only by brief eanpling {and
that on the “lucky-dip“ principle}, theae docu lente  and the nape  already
eentioned are the haaic aourcea o f  intoreetion for thia booklet. Local newapapere
are perenially uaeful for a lnoat  any aapect o f  local hiatory in the 19th century.
and their adwertiaeeent payee eapecially ao for thin eubject; they need to be read
ayatenaticlly for particular purpoaee, o f  courae; but they ahould also be ecenned
rendol ly .  beceuae they are full o f  diverting and unexpected nuggeta o f
int'oreadon, many  o f  which will come  in uaeful aone  t ine .  while a f ew  are
pearla without price to the reaearcher. (Drowning in local new-paper- in one of
the beat reaearch practicea. not leeet becauee it reliewea the tediun of union
eo le  o f  the enter aourcee.)

fither written records. picturea and photograph. even of buildinga lilac away
tron Pro-ton. have eade  crucial contribution to the reeearch. and they are
cautioned where they appply.

Oweran §r_nwth between 1300 and 1350

The eequence o f  nape  owerleaf [Hamlin 25 .  and 26]  ahowa the changer in the
built-up area o f  Preaton during the that half o f  the 19th century. Between about
1800 and 1650 the area increaaed about three-fold; but the population multiplied
lore than five t inea  ower: 12,000 in 1301 had becoee  68,000 by 1351. It in
obvioua that in addition to a significant a lount  o f  new building round the fringe:
o f  the old town there nuat hawe been a good deal  o f  "inward expanaion" ea well
- filling up of  gardena. yarda. and other open.epacea in the ancient core of the
l awn .
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Fig.26: Pro-ton in 1M5 Induction of 15-inch Ordnoooo Sun-y]

The publish-d Conan: Report: tooth or to investigat- tho ratio of pooplo to
"homo“ at ten-yon intmllo. This not only given orange levels of duality of
occupotion. but also row-:1: no t :  significant irregular-1d” in the portorn of
growth. A:  Table 1 shown.  tho intro-on o f  population and how wort out of
mo:  than In: on initial mg. or holding which overtook tho growth of tho

nun-1; regulation and Handy Iflfll-IBSI

this Fun. m. 1 in: In or m. I in: mi
your has In:

um 11.881 - - 2,231 - - 5.3

1811 H.055 5.113 All 3,612 1.31 623 L7

1811 31,515 7,510 H: 11.176 56" IE 5.9

11131 13.112 8.531 35! 5.521 2.3% 53 5.1

1&1 50,131 171,019 51! 9.991 3.512 53! 5.0

1851 63,531 15.8.16 31! 11.5153 1.5119 15! 5.9
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One o f  the consequences o f  the physical growth of  the town  was the beginning
of  the spatial segregation o f  different social classes. This was already very
worked before the end o f  the 1830 s.  a crude overall view is available in the
Report on Municipal Corporations o f  1335. which includes a table of  the number
of  ratepayers a t  each  level in each  o f  the six wards  in to  which  the town  was
then divided [Fig.27].  The registers o f  voters enable us (with nuch  t i l e -
conaueing effort} to translate this into fine detail. by providing the  occupations
of the voters in each  ward. Striking differences are apparent. Christ Church
Hard. which included flinchley Squall ,  was very top—heavy. containing more
Iiddle class “gent le -en".  willowners. lawyers, and other professionals than
working class splint-nameIr weavers .  mechanics  and so on .  S t  Pe ter ' s  Hard to  the
north. and Fishwick Hard to the east. had exactly the opposite character - vast
nuwhers  o f  working people and virtually none o f  the upper crust. The  other three
wards. sharing boundaries where  they no t  a t  the warket  place. were  sore evenly
balanced around a solid core o f  shopkeepers and trades-en.

[13.27: Herd boundaries in 1331'!

“Ill!m
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The rest of this chapter looks at the we};r housing was supplied by infilling the
old core of the town. This appears to have been a continuation o f  traditional
habits. exploiting the inherited pattern o f  hurgage plots and filling up the
available apacea with cottages, but in point o f  fact it s ee -a  not to have
preceded the first phase o f  outward expansion, but to have followed it. I have
looked at two  localities in detail: St John's ward and Friar-gate.

toe-lit: 1 :  St John's Hard

The area which I chose for detailed stud}:P is a block about 200 eetres wide on
the south aide o f  the main thoroughfare foreed  by fiahergate and Church Street.
between the parish church and Cannon Street. Detailed comparison o f  nape
drawn between 1309 and [81:9 shows where space was found for the building of
dwellings right here in the centre o f  the old town, opposite the Town Hall. The
Land Tea and Census records show how it was used.

Shakeshaft'e map o f  1309 [113.28] shows that at  the beginning of the centuryr
lost of  this area was still occupied by gardens, though there were a few
workahops or warehouses | ( shaded  darker on  the l ap ) ,  and so l e  long blocks of
houses or cottagea. Cannon Street and Avenhal Street did not  exist a t  all at
that date .  |t‘iloveta Court, nowadays a hunt one—way streetI was a track running
beaide an oroaeental  garden. which stopped abort a t  the top  of a narrow field
between orchards. Old Cock Yard, flanked a t  the top by houses on  one side and
workahopa on the other, faded into a path beeide soeething like a vegetable plot.
but half way  down flew Cock  Yard was a row o f  houses (“a  Plate 5U M10")
This yard, and Turks Head  Yard and lo l ton's  Court near  the church. alreadyr
show the pattern to  tons :  a .  all workshops or  warehouses, and short rows  of
cottages fitted piece-eel into the available spaces.

[13.28: Area west of pariah church in 1309: free Shekaahatt'a lap .

{equated with min at Inn-lire “I Uh“. III-It:- metrical
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”3.29: Aroa wont of. parilh church in 1836: fro- Hyroo' map

by 1836. whon tho moyor JJJyrao drow tho flrwt roafly accurata nap  of
Pro-ton [1713.29]. Cannon Straat bod boon built and Hood with humor right down
to tho Syko at tho but ton;  ovanhan Straot had boon fittad in botuooo Old Cock
Tat-d ond Turbo l-‘Ioad Yard. with building: on both oidoo of it (including tho
Poflco Station. which woo oloo tho placo wharo tho horoo-drawn firo ongino woo
boot}; ond botwoan Turbo I-laod Yard and Bolton'a Court continuing dawalop-ant
bod brought cotton sill building, a t l lbor  yard, olaughtor ltloulmoo1r and I coup]:
of rowo o! ivory anon  cottogao. Tho root of tho opacoo woro QuicklyIr tillod in.
for-in; a warron of  narrow alloyo and courto.

According to tho 60-inch Qronanca Sunny trap o f  mu ”@301. a poroon
walking woatwardo fro- tho Pot-lob Church to Cannon Stroot. a diotonco of only a
couplo o f  hundrod yordo. would hawo paoood flfloon "ontdoo" whoro ho could turn
loft into noflow out" or  Itrooto. twolvo o f  tho- through covorod antroncoo.
Thooo noood  on thin nap  on Crayotock'o Yard.  tho Bun Yard. lolton'a Court,
Turbo Hood Yord, ovanhan Stroot. Old Cock Yard. Addison'o Yard. lain Spt'h.
Hodnd, Glowaro Court, Park'a  Court, and flow Cock Yard. buildings in How Cock
ford doooflohad aa rocontly an 1986 provod that this was onca tho alto of a
largo town houoo dating Ero- about ”00 (o  wing to tho roar of a Iiohorloto
ohop - which itoalf onco had a rainwator hoad datod 115E: - hod an uppor cruck
roof}; and tho for-or born on tho oppooita oido o f  tho yard had boon convortad
to cottagoa in tho 19th contury, thadr doora facing tho yard on tho othar aido.

Pop!)
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This in Ihlt the lnnpcctcr fro- thc Gcncnl  land of hillth in Mutton. Hr
Etta-eh. found Ihcn hc ride-d MINI: in 1689:-

3“. Turf: ”earl-yen}; en the luuth Iltlt.‘ of ('llurell—Itl‘eet. J
is 11 lung irregular alley. Hither nnrruvr. paired and 1Iitl'tatmt

etlirirnt 11mins. Here are several filthy curnen, and I very
large crsspiL mill in he the lnr res t  in the lawn. receiving the
t’ulllt‘tltn ul' IL“! rarities. Clncc 3' is a large clinglitcr-bonce
in n dirty ccnditim nlnl git-ins cut I. meet nfl'encire ml].
Mnlmmmetl'l lutlging-huuu, in n dirt}I crowded cunditicn. in
in this ml.

3L elfen'tml'fl. in a yard, has I [III e cf pigs-cries Ind
open dung-heaps. with n lnr-rc lrcngh er the “mi and
mixing; nt‘ manure. Ncnr in the Natiunll School with [$110 or
HID children, nml an the finite aide are the gu-wcrh. once
in the suburb. hut heynnra-hieh the tom has rn idly Ipl'flntl.
In Bolton‘I-cnnrt are aha eight rublie Illughtcr- nit-l, held
l'rum year In year under the Bar of Derby. The}r are in I
very (lit-creditable condition. and are Ilnehtttl with pigs. The
line" It. the time of In} t'itiit mu very bad.

3:2. Between the bnelu nl' StnIIeJr-gltc lull Lihrnry—Itrml, is
n narrow and irerjlr filthy teenage. with an open gutter between
turn 1'a ul' lulu-n empire-ls, clnggml with accumulntinn: of
night mil. I t  seems tn lli'tt't" been the plan, at nne time, to
liuild run: {if mttngel nitli this Iert el' nnrruw alley between
them fur the pnrpm of getting at their bark remiu-I. Such M 31
an nllcv. in Premium. in cure to be it receptacle cr filth.
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Stepping verily down Bolton's court in 1530 we would have found (according to
the Land Tea book of that year). a seithy. a wheelwright's shop. a joiner. the
warehouse of a spirit merchant. and the offices of the local Tory newspaper (the
Preston Pilot}; then a short side-turning. Bostock Street.  where five landlords
rented ou t  eleven premises to  various tenants.  including a joiner. a butcher .  a
lawyer and leading Tory local politician (Joseph Bray). and a cotton
manufacturer; and lower down. near the slaughter houses. George's Row. where
three landlords shared a group o f  twelve cottages {eight o f  then  built beck- to -
back) occupied by the families of a butcher. a chaise driver. a bailiff. a
fishmonger. and four men who were employed in cotton mills.

In Turks Head Yard 2h premises distributed among 13 different landlords were
occupied by such people as coach drivers. shoemakere. tee dealers. cotton tam
workers. painters. curriera. tailors. and a police constable.

By 1851. according to the Census Returns of that year. Bolton's Court was the
hone of  103 people. In "Back Bolton's Court" - probably the old George's Ilow -
were twelve dwellings. four of them in cellars. inhabited by #2 people such as
"lpede labourers“. shoemakera. basket makers. miJJiners. charwomen. end errand
boys; and an oatler with six children and four lodgers lived in Bostoclr Street.

The same year found 71’ people in the nine dwellings of Turks Head lIiiourt. Hos.5
and h were then combined as e lodging house. where there were 35 people
altogether. including hawkers.  picture dealers. a German musician. and nine
"earthenware dealers“. Other people living in this court were a bookseller. a
police constable (perhaps the same as in 1330. and now with four children and
two lodgers). and a journey-Ian tailor with six children.

To appreciate what this meant as a living environment. a good starting point is a
walk through what  a re  left of  these yards. (And  remember .  this is only a small.
sample of the whole pattern.)

It is very difficult to find out what the buildings in these courtyards looked like;
or. what is non  important. how high they were. They were either succeeded in
their turn by  conmarc ia l  development in the  later  19 th  or 20th centuries. or
demolished long ago. Very few photographs exist. but  among them are some
which show the row of houses on the long slope of New Cool: Yard. two of
which. and the remains of some others. have survived to thin day. These were
tell - three storeys over a half-sunk basement - but they were probably not
typical of courtyard building in this area. but rather of the those which I deal
with in Chapter III.

Pie-:31
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Fig.1“: Section of  Hvru'  nan emu-mud to than cart-in yards
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In 1351 three middle-aged weavers -
Bettyr Hertindale, Hencv Howarth, and
Norma.»' Slater - know one another varynP
well. They  must  have  done .  because
they lived on their own at Nos. h, 5 .
and t Hellters Court. in Friergate.
Helkers Court was a crooked passage
little wider than the door which
nowadays closes the entry to  it.
In this a lmos t  unbelievably smal l
courtyard the census o f  1851 recorded
22 people inhabiting seven separate
dwellings; and there was apparently
still room for  more .  because eleven
years later there were ten cottages
and 39 people there {sharing one privy:
see below p.37}. Fig.32: Walkers Court

Halters Court was one o f  many such yards in Frisrgate. The pretty pattern
which this area slates on the nap  [Fig.33].  like the spine of  a fish. strongly
suggests that these courtyards and streets developed organically. built in the
aedieval burgage plots piece-eel  and without plan. Evidence about the pattern of
ownership confirms this.

The first appears in notices o f  auction or sale printed in the local newspapers.
{The two  shown here were accidental discoveries. but systematic searching would
certainly reveal others.) In the IBM: suction [F ig . lh l .  Lot 3 .  a tailor‘s shop and
dwelling house, included seven cottages in the court behind; and in the other
”13.351 there were two  similar examples: Lot 1 .  two  shops and a dwelling house
with three cottages behind them, and Lot 2 ,  a shop and dwelling house with two
“Cot tages  and workshops" behind {perhaps the tvpe described in Chapter  to). So .
in these three examples. the owners o f  live houses on Frisrgate possessed a total
of twelve others hidden behind then.  [On page 13 above the reader will already
have found another example which I myself did not notice until I was pasting it
onto that page.]

a eaepls o f  title deeds in the county Record Office produced three sets
examples or the sans  pattern. all o f  then with plot plans attached to than .  The
first includes a document o f  1300 referring to:-

"those two  several Hessuages or Dwelling Houses . . . on the north
side o f  Frlergete . . . And Also all those four other heesuages or
Dwelling Houses . . . behind the sane  . . ." [6]

The deed plan shows shapes which identify this as Taylor's Yard. on the north
side of Friergste and opposite Hellings Yard.

The other deeds referred to Chapel Yard [ l ]  and Nags Head Yard [B] on the
south side of the street. There was a large house and shop at the west  corner o f
Chapel Yard and Friargata. another house behind and adjoining this. facing the

Papal
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yard. and beyond thin tan  aaaller houaea vhlcb in their turn had two  cottagaa in
their bachyarde. {The eita is one  a car  park.) Hep  Head Yard had t en  cottagea
at the far and. beyond the  hrevhouae. The total: found to theae three packeta of
deede are four building on  Fdargate 1with another eleven behind than.
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[13.36: Deed  plan to  Hana Head .  ahoving  cottages in yard

In all theae era-plea the cottagea behind belonged to the house at the front.
and the Land Tar book o f  13m coofiree that thia vaa the corneal pattern. The
Inet likely reaaon for it  in that  the  ovnera o f  the front houaea were making the
meat o f  their gardena: rent-paying cottagere were  more  profitable than potatoea.
and the inveateent  van  a permanent  addition to  the value o f  the  property. Each
of  theaa courts and yerda van  a reflection in aindature o f  the effect of
locreaelng population on  the town on a whole.

he  far ea one can tell from the detail given on the nape .  a f ev  o f  the
l'rlargate yarda vere  already coup le te  a t  the  veryr beginning o f  the 19th century.
but nea t  vere  developed in the  1320 ' :  and  1830 ' s .  The  long row in Belling!
‘Iard. for anaaple .  appaara between 1825 and 1336. Thin doing in ainflar to
1eheI: ea  have already diacovered about the yarda o f  St John'a  Hard.

F ig .37 :  Detail o f  Friargate Yards .  from Hyrea'  l ap  ”35

I
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So ie the peopllog of the l'riergete yIrdI. Herdeee'e. for III-ole, I peeeege Io
eonetrlcted thet the e Ip-neher  could herdly fit the use  of it into the note
on hie eep ,  bed I population o f  100 in 1851  (Ibout belt of  the houeeholde being
hit): just infide the entry, two ehoeeekero end I fleheonger. end in the tint
reteuee further beck, wedoue lebourere, e "oordweiner" (Le.  Ihooleker}, Ind
eole  cotton wot-here, moulding - I t  In Iddreee given II "Herdneo'e lerd (beet,
teller)" - I widow who wee e hendlool weewer. At the I I I e  dete Chapel Tend
wee occupied by the Illeoet incredible nulber  of  H7  people {II lIrge I
populetlon II eowe country villegeel, neerlr Ill of  thee ieeigrente to the town
fro- the local countrywide. Aaein. their oeeupefione were wet}r lined: the “In
o !  thin yet-d euet heve been I rich blend of flewoure. euth II beer. printer'e ink,
tee Ind toffee, wool, leether. cork, Ind poultry.

lerlyr in 1862 (end ohm-fly»r Ifter The ltdlder'e deeerlpflone of I'reetoo. quoted in
eheoter I} the Bewerege Coeelt tee o f  the Locel loerd of fleelth (.LI. Council)
celled for I report on the court: on the eouth side of Friergete. Their Hinute
look [9} oonteine the following able:-

Tehle 2: Frierfiete Courtrerde to 1562

lino! lune- Pqnletim lb. of privil-

l 'l'eylore Court 4 25 3
2 m Yen! 21 95 3
3 Polling! ‘terd 15 I} i
a no: meal we 5 19 z
5 Mick: Yerd l 3 l
6 Ills: lined Yard 2 2 l
1' Suede Yerd I ll; 2
3 Kathy! You! 3 10 2
9 filler- Chet 10 39 l

lo  explenetlon iI given in the minutee for ohooeln; only theee nine: end in the
elnutee o !  the next eeetins three o f  theee were elegled out for further
roe - In t  by the borough Surveyor. Thle beginn-

"lt ie iepoedble to leke theee Bourte neelleljr Herdnene Yerd Helllnae
Yerd Ind Helkere Court II eelobrioue II dietrlcte poleeeeing lerger houIeI
wider otteete end better neturel ventilation. Heny o f  the home in
Herd- Ine  Yerd do not need upon wore then eleven IquIre grade o f  lend
elolulive of the hen-ow peeeege leeding to end in front o f  then .  Theee
houeee hewe but one Ieell living roow Ibout 9 feet equere end I low
bedrooe o f  eieilIr dined-lone above.“

I

In 1651 twenty of then tiny one-up—one-doon eottegee in Herdeen'e Terd were
inhebited by I totIl o f  100 people; eeverel bed eh... Ieeen, or eight oetupeote.
end in two of the. there dwelt II IIny II eleven {enjoying leee then one equere
yer-d eeeh. when you think Ibout it}.

Ple- 31
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Part o f  tho phaauro of a ltroll along l'riargato nowadays oonoa  fro- ita Iona
of  old-world rowernlty. Gently winding and undulating. it in lined on both sidu by
a variety o f  null huildinga of  difforent agar and atyloa. which hint a t  the
pattern of gardaua and yard: which once lay behind than [Fig.39]. The old
"ontriao" to  Halkoro lCourt and  Claytona Gate  have ourviyod. with their ha lo :  and
damn over than ,  and thara ara othara which art: has easily recognized. Bo la
have been obliterated. and  other! are difficult to  no at  all, but the top  dock  o f
St George's nultiatoray car  park affords a good wilt! of  Mailings, 1with tho
running of Chapel Yard on  the  loft and Hardnana on the  right Iris.  33]. an  the
oppolito aidl o f  tho road the influonol o f  another old yard (Taylora, porhapa) is
ahown by tha curving plan which it forced on the builder: o f  a uodarn shop.

[13.35: Friargata yarda anon from nulflatoray oar  park. 19!?

H.539: South aida of  Friargata. 1987
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Looking at what res-ins of such places it is slaoet inpouibla to instill! "hit
they could have been like to live in 150 years ago,  but historians and geographers
are wont to theories about this. Since each courtysrd turned a single cell of
tightly-packed dwellings.  sharing one  one  sun-1  space  of! the aein s tree t I  the
pattern has been described es “cellular". The physicel nature of the cellular
pettern is not difficult to discover, but its social characteristics and their effect-
luet be  mainly beyond the reach o f  objective research. l i e s  a courtyard one big
happy fami ly  o f  au tua l  support, was  it a seething den  of  vice, or  was  it a
liniature battlefield in the struggle for surviwel? l i e  say  never know: but,
whetewer the reality. it lasted until the end o f  the century.

Contemporaries were keenly aware of  sows  of the effects of  over-crowding. As
early es [ 820  the Select Vestry {which adainistered poor relief) was trying to
stale the tide o f  iaeigretion by getting rid o f  settlers f ro:  other parishes: the
town was rapidly increasing in population "in consequence of  the great Influx of
Persons who seek for Employ- so t  and hecoae  occupiers of cottages. callers. and
other inferior dwellings" [10]. In 1529 the wicar of  St Paul's church. pleading for
aoney  to  build a new schoolI wrote:-

“Hy  church is situated in a district containing five eanufectoriee where
children - as young as nine or  younger - are eeployed. This circuastance
induces the poor that  have  large young falilies to  none  and reside in the
neighbourhood . . . At present our streets are perfectly crowded, and
present a scene the scat deplorable . . . The people are sore barbarous
and unciwilised than it is possible for anyone to conceive who has not
been amongst than."I [ l l ]

end in It.“ the Vicar o f  Preston expressed his fear or  “a  ease of unculflwsted
aind. of corruption and deeoraliastlcn. which was ready to burn forth
with a torrent'e sight. and spread violence end devastation."

Ewen sore eloquent. perhaps. were the actual outbreaks of  violence in the
streets, such as the attack on the Irish quarter o f  l'riargate in IBBT. and the
election riots which filled the Bull Hotel with cobblestones. As Hr Ilolaes
recalled free the contort  and peace of his arecheir in 1903. '“there see-ed
acre life and fire then in everything".

Such was Preston's experience o f  a pattern of town dwelling which was becoaieg
coeaon  in English towns in the first half. o f  the 19th century. The nest chapter.
by contrast. deals with housing which was peculiar to the place and its industry.



Show III

M

m ood counting hoodlooo wooworo' housoo in Prootoo

h fow old photogrophs ' o f  Prooton strooto show soooos qttlto dilloront fro-
ony'thio; in tho town nowsdoys. Tho pioturo of Snow Hill. "1;. Hi} is on
ololplo. Such picturws oro tllltlfllillllf otoroo: prohohly hooouoo photogrophofl
ot'o uslusill)r indii'foront to shot  sppoor to ho ouodono surroundings until it is
olooot too hto to rooord thou .

'l'ho ostroordinsry ohoroctoristic of tho cotton! in Snow Hill is tho oloootod
position o f  thoir doors. with largo mitts of  stops to  rosoh thoo .  Although thoglr
woro onlyr ololl  two-up-two-down dwollinp tho! hod  dispvlmputrt'l'ionstoljP hrao
hosooonto. lllllthor old photogrophs of Frootoo show oioilsr buildings. 'i'horo is
nothing flho tho l  in tho town now. but in tho willolo of  llhoolton (o  fow oil-o
to tho south oost o f  Prostoo} o short row o f  oottslos in Alhort Stroot hos tho
osoo  footinos Iris. t i ] .  Unfinishod oosolrut'yF st  tho top loft ooroor shows thot
tho row woo intoodod to ho oootinuod. hut thot oooothiog put o stop to it: oorty
in tho 19th oootury Hhooltoo hod hoon o vinsao o f  hoodlooo woovors. hut shoot.
lid notion-1|r o powor-looo footer} was built thoro. loth thooo sod tho ootto'os
in Snow hill hod boon built for hoodlooo wooworo. with loo-shops in thoir oollors
or boson-nth

Eiwon tho ropid growth of tho ooohonisod oottoo spinning indmtry in Prostoo
fro- tho 1190 s .  tho oootinuod dopoodoooo of  oooufooturors on hoodloow
woosins until s t  hoot mo. sod thot thoro woro porhopo so oooy  so throo
thouoood hondlooo woowors in tho town in tho 1810's (ooo choptor I). thoro oust
hsso hooo s hit. ouohor  of houoos huilt for woosinl. To onticipoto tho rooults
of  tho inwostigoflon which follows. I think tho ouohor  woo woll owor o thouoood.
This would ho s tooth o f  on tho houoos in tho town  in lh i l .  or  o quortor o f  tho
totol in 1821 if oil of  thoo hod hooo built by thot doto (sod I think thoy hod}:
hut it is in  poooihlo to ho ooofidsot thot soy portiouhr figuro is soouroto.

Tho prohloo is finding thoo .  Tho ooorcos which I usod for this woro prlnoipslly:
old photogrophs; tho huo—soolo Ordnonoo Sui-wowr sod toe-111 pubilshod oops
oootionod in ohoptor 2: logorooos Ptooton Dirlctat'j" o f  1618; tho Loud for books
sod |I‘Jonshs onuoorotors' roturns; tho pollhooks sod rogiotors of olsotors; ooo
building plsn of  1381: sod tho Sowor looord oops which oppoor to doto fro- tho
”50's.

i t  first I thought it  would ho s sioplo oottor of counting Ill tho housoo shown
on tho 60-inch Dodoonoo SW! shoots with lorgo flights of  stops in front of
tho- [l’iufl]. Tho soolo is lorgo ooough to show stop-o oo thot you no ootuolly
count thoo .  sod flights of throo or  ooro stops mnost thot tho ground floor woo
toisod ovor o hssooont workshop rsthor thsn o ooro cool  oolisr. This oothod of
iowosfigotion rioldod o totol of 650 ouch houoos in I t ” .  of which 170 woro htdlt
book-to-hock (Lo. joinod togothor by thoir boots. liko "Bio-loo twins"). Tho}
woro coooootrotod oo'inlyr in two  oroos: in tho south-out oornor o f  tho town.
hotwooo lorroolto's ford Horlts sod Ssouol Iorrooko'o houso st  Lott hill [ouch

Flo-*0
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Fig.4“): Catt lgn on the an: side at  Snow Hill in Preston {demolished}

£13.“: Cottages at  the tap uf  Albart Stunt in Hhaalton
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I shill can "th- flomch nu"); and in th- north-uut, between tho canal an
an: aid. and Frill-alt: and um. Rand an flu nth“: ("than Frill-gut. ml“).
Thu: at: thu place: where the earnest spilming nil]: hld been built. [F ig .h i l .

ijdgiimhjf
_ . - I  ' 4"Er... . _— m

_. “'1'- ‘F 1 J":

' J  H l-
I VC' __ _ _ EET
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“rho occidootol diocovory of  o hdldin; ploo of [a l l  col-out! doubto ohout tho
nflobfllty of  tho Ordnonco Sumo! Ilpl for thin purpooo. or  lid to othor ovidonco
which did. This building plot: (or  planning oppllcotloo, oo oo  oould coll it  now}
on  for tho oltorotioo o f  o too  o f  cottogoo built ooch  oorllor in tho oontmr}I to
1 fat.  con-iotont with tho Prooton Ioprovoooot Act of 1830 [12]. Tho oddrool
uoo Pdltooo Hill. ot tho oxtrooo south-out coroor o f  tho town. A:  tho
iJhI-Itrodooo ohou [rig-Jul no! u ] .  tho ootusu Ind bun built with thl wand
floor roiood on:  o buoooot ,  ond o flight o f  four otopo up  to  ooch  [toot door.

.Jh: :: :fiIi   _...
m.“ ltdldlnl ploo flofiflfl l .  lflfi l ,  Priorooo Hill (ooto: too  of  too)

um to hull mm: o! mun-damn:

m.“ Bot-i1 of m.“
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fluid: Pct-roan am an ahoen on 60-inch 9.5 .  nap  of m?

This denim done not natch the inforneflnn then on the 60—inch Ordnance surrey
lap ,  1which nhoned only four hounea nith ouch flightn o f  stem. hccording to
Shake-hett'e and nadnen'a nape .  Prinroee am one built he tneen  1309 and 1325.
and none of the detaila in the draining (each an the aiding-nah window-l
mount a date nearer 1809 than 1325. It naened probable that the run had been
built for handle-on neavetn.

The Land Tan hoot o f  1530 and the cnnnun rnturnn of 18 ‘ !  confirled thin. The
Land Tan hook recorda eleven hounnn in Fri-roan Hill. euht o f  tha t  occupied by
neavern. The evidence o f  the ceneun in even stronger: as  I'Ilrea'lurern'I in a total o f
105  inhabitantn. ,‘i'he enunera tor  did not  any nhnther  they were handlool or
power neavern. and there could hardly have been loo-a  in than cottalen for
each  o f  the 5 ,  6 ,  or  T neaeern nho  earn  living in none  o f  than |  but the
percentegn o f  uneven in no exceptionally high that there can he no doubt that
Fri-tone Hill nan a neaenrn' colony. But  where earn their loonahopa‘l

Ilhen Fulton nan forced to conntruct ita firnt conplete ayatel o f  aeeern. in the
.1850 n. the Surveyor had to begin by eating a large-ncale eureny, Iwhich reeliltnd
in the Sewer Record nape.  heceune their pwpona one to plan drainage, theae
nape recorded leuele: the level in given for the ground floor o f  every houne in
the town; and where  there Iran a loner  floor. the laurel o f  that nan ahonn  nlno
(the difference being many about neven f ee t } .  Therefore every houae nith tno
hula necked on the nap  had a cellar or  a hanenent .  according to thin
infornation. 14: out of IS  houaea in Print-one Hill had cellara [ run] .

l ien“



hammered hw Ina-n rlrnutfl'l of Pram Ion-ad! Pm“?

Fig.4”: Fri-role Hill aa ehown on Bower let-0rd Map (the hottoe row.hera called
'Pflnroee Street“)

Thia diatmwmret'};r anueated that up  eati- ate o f  the nunher of eellar-loonahop
how-ea baled on counting flight: of  atepa allown on the 60-inch 0 .5 .  nape wee
too low; and that there nay have been a variety of types in the town. not all
with the tell-tale external etepa. In the country dietrieta there were various
typea o !  weavera' eottagea. I lfl f  with Ioowehope on one eide of the ground
floor. and different arrange-enta a long  theae alao [H ] .  In Preaton there waa
certainly one "all group of building: different Eran either: the weavere' tno‘lonyr
known aa flew Preaton, built by John Horroeka on the north aide of New Hall.
Lane (where Centenary Hi1] now atende} consisted of rowe of cottage: alternating
with parallel but aeparate rowa of weaving ahopa {Fig.hll. This expedient we:
not repeated in Preaton, but one expedient in  pliaa othera.

113.“: "New ”on“. built c.1300 by Horroeka (replaced by Cent-nor! Hill in
1391}. an ahown on 0.5. 60-inch nap of 1M?
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WEE-mal low“

The only eaeeotial reclnreeent for the weaving of  cotton wee that the loo-a
ahould be in a naturally humid poeition to keep the dreaaed threada aupple. ouch
as at  ground level or below. It we: not  eeeential. for the loolaahop to  he
underneath the living accoewodation, or for the atepa to he outside. In the
photograph of Mount Pleaaant [front cover]. no atepa are visible on the left—hand
aide of the atreet. and the doorwaya are at ground level, but the unuaually high
position of the ground floor window aflla ahowe that there nuat have been
haaenenta below, and auggeata that the atepe to the living roona wera in
receaaed porchea.

One realon for building weawera' cottagea in the town with the looeahope
underneath the lying roo la  rather than beeide the- I ay  have been that the
price of land waa higher in town than it waa in the countryaide; an even more
likely reaaon would be the landownar'a or the huilder'e deaire to  make the  moat
economically efficient one of his site, by putting an I any  unite onto it an he
could. It wee cheaper to stack the living part of the houae on top of the
workshop; cheaper atiIl to build the houaea hack-to-haclt  and only one room deep
but one etorey higher - 3 atoreyn over a baaeoent. This wea the arrangement in
a block built by the Hort-och brothera beaide their Hoaa Hill on Fylda Road
[Fig.eil]; and there were othera like it in New Cool: Yard, though not heck-to-
hach [Fig.SO]. It nay  he that eoet back—to-bach cellar—loonahop houaea were
three atoreya high. If not. then they were effectively one-up-one-down cottagee,
like thoae in Herdean'a Yard [page 37] but with looeahope underneath; and even
a 3-atorey hack-to-back waa really only a 3-rooe cottage on atilta.

If all Preaton'a loan-hope were in haaenenta or cellar- then they out have been
marked with two lewela on the Sewer Record nape, hut thil evidence alone doee
not dietinguiah lone-hope [roe kitchen baeeeenta. coal cell-re. wuh-houaa

Fig.4“: lirkha I Street Fig. 50: Ne w Cock Yard
(deloliahedl (denoflahedl

”worn-hated by non :nnuanm ct Pr-tta: Ion-‘1 Mil l

mus
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cellars, or wine cellars. There is on  certain way o f  telling the difference, though
conmon sense suggests that there would be no Icons  in 1Ivliucltlsy Square and no
vintage port  in Starch-house Square .  For  the more  subtle distinctions i t  is
necessary to  cross check against other evidence, such as the  occupations o f
residents given in the Land Tan, Census, and electoral records. in doing this one
must also bear in mind that  e group o f  streets which was essentially a handloom
weaving colony would also include millhands and other workers, and  that nany  o f
these lived in standard uncellared houses.

Hith these difficulties in mind, I marked on my copies o f  the 60-inch Ordnance
Survey sheets all those houses which the Sewer  Records showed with cellars, but
which were not  obviously shops or middle-class dwellings: then I eliminated all
those which were fronting main streets, or  which had rear extensions | [because

these suggest middle—class accommodat ion  with front parlours and back  kitchens).
This left me with over 1&0!) "probablea", o f  which about 250 were built back-
to-bach.  Allowing for a wide  margin of  error, and counting only those which
could be cross—checked fro- other sources, still left a u in imuu o f  150  or  so.
But this is based on map evidence o f  about 1350, when hendloom weaving had
been in severe decline for at least ten years, and comparison with earlier naps
shows that by that  t ime  some  o f  the earliest rows  had been partly or  wholly
demolished to  make  room for purely industrial buildings: and  the  example  o f
Primrose Hill. shows that obsolete houses could also be completely remodelled. Ply
conclusion is that the total nuebsr  of. cellar-loomshop houses built in Preston
was probably well over a thousand.

As  far as  I can  tell from searching the sequence o f  maps  {1509 ,  1825 ,  and
1816) ,  most o f  them,  if not all, were built before 1825. (Evidence that some  of
those in and near High Street were built in the early 1790s is given in the
aecfion on the Friargate area below).  The general pattern was steady clear by
1809,  when  most  of  the streets with houses o f  this kind were  drawn on
Shaheshatt's sap .  This means that  more than a quarter o f  the 3,612 houses in
Pruston in 1821 looked something like those illustrated in this chapter; and a few
were  still being built.

The following sections deal in turn with the 1"'lilurlrroclua area" (the south-east)
and the "Friar-gate areal| (the north-west).

The Horrochs Area

This was  the most clearly defined weavers' colony in Preston. lt lay between
Horrochs's great Yard Works to the north and their franchwood Factory to the
south. within the boundary drawn on the sketch map [Fig.el ,  above] there were
about 500 cellar-loouahop houses (if any methods o f  identifying than  are
correct), and there were a f ew other isolated groups o f  weavers'  dwellings
nearby, including Prierose Hill and "New Preston". Host o f  them were
demolished in the clearance programmes of the l960s,  when the purpose of their
peculiar design, obsolete for about a century, appears to  have been forgotten.

Shakeshaft'e nap  of  1609 [F ig . i l ]  caught this area about midway through its
development, with a layout o f  streets ignoring old field boundaries: some  already
built up ,  some  drawn as lines o f  intention but never actually laid out on the
ground, and one - Albert Street, later to form the western boundary o f  the
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colony - atill unthought of. The "artete' (if it can be delcribed ea ouch) bad a
roughlyr croaa-ahapad pattern, Hater  Street, Lean ing  Street and King Street
totaling a continuoua road which ran  through from nor th -went  to  aouth-eaat {now
called Manchester Road}. with Paradise Strut and Queen Street crooning it a t
right-anglea. The  layout o f  the atreeta, with the appearance  o f  having been
conceived as  a who le .  auggeata that it was a deve lop-ant  by a single l andowner
or ground landlord [probably John Horroclta}, but the later evidence o f  the  Land
Ta: books ahowa  tha t  the  houaea were  built p i ece -ee l  and by many  different
bands; and this would account for their variety. It in inconceivable that  John and
Samuel Horrocka would have sat  at ho l e  denurweljiIr waiting for other let:  to
develop the land between their two  aitea: but I have not ye t  aearched for the
original daeda. which would probably aettle the  lat ter .

F1351: The “Horrocha area“ in 1309, an ahown on Shelteohaft'a leap
{reproduced with pen-elm a !  “newline Gamer Library, III-ecu hiatrlctl
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The eerlieat pheeee of building were a little renewed free the old part of town
on Church Street. being loetly in the eouthern half of the erea. near Saeuel
Horroche'a newly-built Lark Hill Houee. Thin feet. conhined with the epperent
indifference to exiating boundariea, etrongly auggeate that develop-tent here wee
not an organic extension of  a traditional building pattern, but ao-ething quite
new for a particular purpose. The nunher of  weawere named in Roper-on'a
Pueton Directory of  1818 prowee that this purpoae wee weaving: it nanee 33
altogether in Charlotte Street and Beck Cherlotte Street. 13  in King Street. 15
in Queen Street. for example. The character of  the houaee which hed been built
by 1309 prowea the an te  point.

There were none additione by 1325. the loot ieportent of which wee Albert
Street. built in e long narrow field on the went wide of  the area and lined on
both eidea with collared houeea. - do in all. Ewen a t  this date the colony waa in
a uni-rural aituation; and. like none of the newly—cinch induetrial willegee of  the
countrywide. it included the ho Iea  of. the principal eeployere. The Horrocke
brothera had built a pull: of lerge Georgian dllll*dltlchld houaea {unfortunately
de-oliahed in 196” in Golden Squere, at  the north-em corner of  their worhe,
eni‘.I elthough John lowed acroee the river to Penworthel l  Hell in 1300, Selue l 'e
aocial aebitiona were aatiafied hy Lark Hill Houee, which he built in 119? aluoat
oppoaite Prenchwood Factory a t  the eouth end of  King Street [£13.52]. Sold-n
Square wee taken ower by their lanager  {and later partner) Tho-ea  liner,
whole family wee still there in 15111. Theae were the in  leneely aucceaeful and
wealthy ownere of  the new apinning eille. ahle to diatence theeeelwee fro- their
"hande" if they wiahed. Their loner brethren. the traditional hendlooe
"lenufacturera' .  appear to hawe been an integral pert of  the weaving colony II
a whole. none of then running their huaineeeea tron hoeee indistinguishable on
the nep  i ron the loonahop houeea of  the weewera. In 1825 two  ceehr ic
Ianufecturere liwed in Halton Street, another in King Street. and flwe calico end
canhric eanufacturera in Ha te r  Street and ice continuation Leaning Street
[lainea' Directory]. In the early 19th century this waa not the workng claae
ghetto which it later became.

Before looking at the houaea in detail. one ahould try to ehed the perepectiwea
end waluee of  later per-lode, and view then an their buildere end fir-It tenante
would have done. looting forwarda fro- the lete 15th century and outwarda fro-
the adfling courtyarda o f  the old town. which were hecoeing ever more
congested. (Thi- ia not easy to do.)

liafil: Lerl: Hill Houee c.1320 (illuatreted in the Lonadele Hageeine)
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The nep on the fecing pege [£13.53] is e eection of the lad? 60-inch Drdnence
Survey. to which I heve edded infornetion ehout cellere, teken from the Sewer
Record nepe. Scenning thie reveele ell the verietione except thoee of  height. I'i'he

houeee night he:-

1. either "through—home". with front end heck doore. end theee either
on e 2-roolo plen (Le. two-up-two—down}.
or e 3-room plan. with en extension et the heck {ellowing the
front room to he need on e perlour: the "perlour home");

or “heck-to-hecke". with ehered or perty welle on three eidee
end openinge only in the front well (meet. but not ell. ehown
on the 0.5.eep by the divieicn of  the rectengle into two
equereel:

2. either uncellered.
or collared. end if to. either with eeternel etepe or with eoee

other arrangement:

3. releted to reer epece in e verlety of weye. which I list in deecending
order of privacy:-
(e )  e private heckyerd with direct ecceee to it fro: outside;
(b) e privete heckyerd with ecceee only through the houee;
(c )  e beckyerd ehered with next-door:
(d) e communel beckyerd for e row of houeee:
{e} no privete outeide epece e t  ell (Le. heck-to-heche}.

Theee ere not dry ecedenic dietinctione. heceuee elnoet ell houeee in Preeton et
thie tine were huilt without piped weter euppliee end without dreine or eewere
(there wee no choice in the matter. heceuee there wee no weter conpeny until
1832 ,  end no eyetemetic eewerege until ef ter  1850} .  Even ehered heckyerde were
rether imperfect. pertly for reeeone which any he deduced from the cop, end
pertly heceuee "whet ' e  everybody'e hueineee ie nobody'e“. on  the other  hand. for
people eccuetomed to  living in groupe round e connon  courtyerd,  they provided e
femilier communal environment. elheit e filthy one. Her-here of e voluntery
middle cleee “Boerd of Heelth" forced to meet the cholere ecere of 1330 were
eppelled to diecover thet women in thie eree were ellowing their children "to
commit impuritiee proniecuouely about their dwellinge". The little etructut‘ee
ehown on' the cup a t  the ende o f  some o f  the heckyerde were the priviee. end
the very nerrow peeeege behind eone of theee wee the piece where the privy-
peile were emptied: it ie not eurprieing thet children preferred to go eoeewhere
elee. But how the inhehitente of heck-to-hecke coped with the net ter  I cennot
in  egine.

Il'he Lend Tee hook of 1830 end the ceneue enueeretore' returne of 18“ ,  though
lete for the  hey-dey o f  this eree.  ere the  meet convenient eourcee of  inform etion
ehout ite inhehitente, end the pollhoolte cen he forced to yield comperehle
information. All confirm thet it wee e weevere' colony, but they ehow thet  there
were merited differencee hetween eone etreete where weevere were heevily
concentreted end othere where they were e minority enong heeket-nekere,
fllhnongere, weeherwomen, ehoplteepere. end so on. 'l'eble 3 givee figures derived
tron e eeeple enelyeie of eh of  the etreete ehown on the eep.

Fae-5°
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Fig.5}: Coflur—Inounhop haunt in tha flat-ruck: lfll

11
11

‘ .
. .

_.
-- 

L1
1

—
._

._

ll
l'

ll
!

-r
-I

-

_.
-_

_

33
:1

5 .
.

,-.
-

f.
_"I

-

-r-
I-

'n
-r

-v
I-i

'ri
—

_
M

H
I '

IO
M

O
 

01ll
" '

I l
- I

I :
-

- .
. .

. .

"L
"

=
' :

: -
~

l u
g

~
;

t .
i n

?
"

1 .
11

11
1 .

n
an

—
n

"
T

; .
—

-l
-—

-
‘

1 -
. -

4
a .

. -
I .

. .

n
u

m
b

} ;

i'F“ .n r l ‘ I ' l I r I Ii“ ‘ _ ‘ __F_x i 'h  . {Lfi l ‘m  Er ik -

.fi“  '. I 1 "—

. . W.
n I l i um- j  t1 — ..

‘ I I

”E l i “  I I “ .  I n .

NEW- "through-houses" 1. "hulfik'tu—‘blch" 1 I I M 51



marten-alumnae

Table 3 :  Occupation of  ab: etreeta in Horrocka area in 131:1

lb. of lb. occupied 'lhtal lb. of theme ae
Strut halal a we M were I of total

Albert fit an 6! 522 II) 32.5!

Par-flea 3t 22 6 1m 11 10.5!

ldllrlotta 3t 16 15 BE 31 31.5!

Gut-latte a 32 3 m 58 23.2!

Silver St I. 3 2A 193 #2 21.3!
I: Silver or.
lick-cu Gt. 5 e l! a 22.0!

me In “I. 1.119 316 25.01

M:Wimlmmamlhdmtmamdwdnm:"mttmw,
mmw.uw;mflm “mlauuener‘eflfita-louw: air
lnflurlot tafi t . . three lnhchflurlot te3t . . lfloneinalbert5t . )

u-

lllther atreeta which I'. have examined lean thoroughly (none  not on this section of.
the l op}  were aililarly populated. Halter Street, ho l e  o f  the two  calbt'lc
lenufacturera in 1825. contained groupa of  weaver: a t  each end; an did the one
of back-to-bacha facing Bach Leeeing StreetI uhere there were 23 area-Jere in
1H1. In Hilloe Street. behind the eaet aide o f  Lee - in ;  Street. half o f  the 2‘
homes were occupied by eeauara (39  out of  110 inhabitanta. which ia a alightly
higher ratio than for the street: in the table}. Teo  etreeta were particularly
interesting: Vannha'fl lined. because the III:  aeeee  to ehou cenar-loolehop
houaee but the IBM ceneua recorded only a fee  ueavera “on!  a large majority
of. eaaheruo len ,  fish-ooze“ and no on; and Queen Street for other reaaone.
Taurhall Road in probably an early eraep le  o f  the eroeion o f  this industrially
apecialleed colony. aa ita inhabitanta found greater security in earn-icing the
weaving co l lun i ty  than in sharing the heurda o f  in trade.

Queen Street. on the other hand. an an elderly local inhabitant recalled in 1892,
l"'Iraa noted for all the tenanta to be handlool eeavere" {15]. Stretching
eaatearda along the aouthern edge o f  Horrocke'a Yard Horn.  Queen Street
contained a t  lent the ease  proportion o f  weaver:  an the rent of  the aree, but it
aeeea  to  have been architecturally lore  coepl icated.  The  eapa  show a mixture
of through—hour“ and back-torbaclce on  both elder o f  the etreet. aoee  of  each
kind collared but nthere not; and behind than on the north aide, a secondary
roe .  The west end o f  this roe eaa  Clarkeona Court. entered froe  Grin-hall
Street; next .  there  eat a cottage in each  backyard o f  eh: back-to-bacha. reached
by covered penance; and further east, a similar arrenaeeent  in a large
coeeuna l  courtyard. Queen Street Court. All the cottaaea in this secondary roe
were “hm-back“, built against the boundary wall of  Horrocke'e tom;

”52
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limit: Collar-locum” houooa in Quoon ltroot

onothor poculiarity la that although loot uoro uncollatod olnoot all 1Irolno

inhabdtod by oooyoru. aooo  of tho- opociflcolly idontiflod ao 'haudlool uooyor"
in tho conoua roturno o f  1851: thin august: that thoy had loo-I ot ground lbor.
ood ooy  oloo havo boon 3-otoroyod.

Tho com onu-oro tor  o f  Quoon Stroot in 1551  tocot'dod not only tho handlool
Ioouoro tholoolvoo (in Iy  couple o f  58 hounoholdl. o5  haudlool III?!“ and
only 19  pouor- or  otoaI-lool uoauora, ovon a t  that do“) ,  but in ono ooctiun of
tho otroot ho rocordod thoir collar: on uoll. For  oxo lp la ,  H Quoou Stroot,
occupiod by Joooph lonh "Hand Loo- Hoovor, Cotton“ (and hol ly)  ia follouod
by “Hoar-in; collar occupied (flooring only)"; thou by 72,, £1a Stroot (onothor
handloou ucauor}. thou “Collar unoccupiod (flooring only)“; noat, 1'3, Qua“
Stroot. and onothor collar doocribod in tho aono  way;  and thou TI  and 7 ]  lack
Quoon Stroot. both occupiad by handloou uoovora. Tho houoo nulborl  IIII out
of ordor. and fwthor confusion oriaoo fru- opporont duplication of adorn-ll,
ouch oo “Quoon Stroot Ct" with l l ' lart" and "End" lotor inoortod by tho
onuoorator him out  hauo loothod Quoon Strut).

Finally. thoro in o acrop of ovidouco that houooo in tho Quooo Stroot oroo lay
houo boon dooigood oa vorticony otachod dialling. or tout-onto. Tho rooortor
Ero- Tho lufldor in 1561 (quotod in choptor 1'.) ohaoryod:-

“Altar [Grioohau Stroot] thoro is (2a Stroot. with courto out of  it; tho
Druido Arno:  thon Irouorycatroot. Holt-atroot. Bop-moot, 'l'ot-otroot -
all running out of  Duho Sttoot loot. Thoro la no privocy to thoao houaoo,
at tho dooro otoud opou for yontflatlon, and tho touanu o f  tho unfit
floor- lult croo- tho lqr tool!  to rooch tho ltoircoooo to  thou ."
oophanio oddod

[Hoot of thooo ltrootl 1uroro built ottor 1 !” ,  but it io not cloat Ihothor tho
doocrlption opplioo to Quoou Stroot on roll. If on. thou thia it tho only utitton
ovidonco 1 how found to “plain uhy  aooo  collar-looodiop houool had no
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eeternel etepe.) llone of there holding hee arrived to tell on whether euch
dwelling: were verticelly erected by deelgn. or eerely ee e reeult of over-
crowding. If by deeign. then they were  enother verlety o f  the houein; o f  weevere.

l ihetever the veriety o f  typee o f  dwelling- in the Hon-och eree.  the verietione in
line end convenience were  lenerelly downwerde  f ro .  whet  leter beeeee  e
l in inun  etenderd. The nope ehow very few 3-rooe plene (end theee only on
King Street end in front o f  St  Augustine'e chepe l ) .  Otherwise they were  ell
either 2 - rooe  plen through-houeee or one-roo- beclt-to-becke. The 500 teller—
looeehop houeee included 195  bech-to—becke; end then there were ebout 20 of
the etrenge blind-beck behind Queen  Street.

Telee o f  five. nix. eeven. or  even  no eeny  ee e doeen people eherin; e bed .
occeeionelly reported in ehoclt by cheriteble Iiddle cleee vidtore during the
eerlier 19th century.  ere eeeier tn believe when  one  coeperee  the houeee with
the nu lbere  o f  people living in then .  For  the  t emple  o f  etreetn listed in Teble 3
the everege recorded  by the [EH-l ceneue wee  ebout  5 .5  people per houee. but the
everegee  for  individuel etreete veried be tween  i t  for  the  five houeee in Dioheone
Court end  SJ: for the thirty-two houeee in Cherlotte Street; while in the ninety
houeee o f  Albert Street the everege  wee  5 .5 .  Thin in why  the photogreph o f
Albert Street ie no ieportent ”13.551.  It ehowe thet  the houeee hed only two

etoreye ebove the tellere. end  only one  window upeteire. end therefore only four
hebiteble rooee  in totel. In two-up-two-down houeee the heck ronl  downeteire
wee e ecullery-cue-weeh-houe. no the only ordinery living rooe  wee the front
kitchen. Upeteire there were two  bedrooee .  the front one  bigger then the heck.

If we on thet it is unlikely thet there could heve been no Ieny  ee three hede in
e bedrooce - unlihely but juet poeeible - then the nuc leon  nueber of people
who could live in one o f  then houeee without hey-in; to  ehere bede would be eh;
end eie cheire in the front kitchen would reduce the etending rooe in i t  quite
leverely. Ye t  in Albert Street 27  houeee were  occupied by  eore  then lie people
in lfle l .  In 23  of  theee. with be tween  7 end  10  occupente .  the diecoefort euet
heve been obvioue; but in the other four. e l ene t  unbelieveeble. The  Jerks-on
fel i ly o f  four hed twelve  lodgere. end eleven o f  the houeehold were  weevere.
'l'he Solton feeily with eight children (inchiding e beby) found rooe  to teke in
four lodgere. The I-Iertley houeehold conteined three different fe Ililiee. elountinl
to thirteen people in ell. Fourteen o f  the  houeee in Albert Street hed  lodgere.
but eoee  couplee filed their ho l e :  by their own efforte alone: there were
feeiliee of  eight. nine. end ten children. eeverel o f  who .  were  neturelly of
working ege .  Albert Street wee reletively eupenlnr. however. beceuee there were
f ew  beck-to-beche in it. Inet  o f  the houeee hed priwiee. end thoee on the well:
eide hed privete beckyerde.

heck Cherlotte Street coneieted of  beck-to-beck cottegee. end Queen Street
Court hed blind—been (which eeounted to the new thing}. If they were 3-
etoreyed they hed three rooee .  end if they were Z-etoreyed they hed only two.
Dickeone Court eleo hed beck-to-becte.  end the photogreph ”13.561 ehowe thet
they hed  only two  etoreye. Cleerly the ceiling o f  coe for t  end decency  wee lower
in these dwellinae. For one thing. the only downeteire rooe hed to nerve ee
flying-roan. kitchen. ecullery. end weeh-houee; end if there wee only one
bedrooe ebove it. then three or  four people would be quite enough. In both heck
cherlntte Street end Queen Street court {our cottegee were inhebited by eeven
or note people.

Pie-5i
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Adlitt-dly. tha Cm Rupert for [M1,  “uncaring an ill. nulhlr  o f  llflfllll
lift 'nclnt by input-awed flliliu who had loved in with neighbaufl, dull
point out that HIM“ Ill going through hlfll tilt: in that rut. But in thin
launch mu o f  Hill town I‘ll-II good dun couldn't hur- hun III. that good.

“3.57: I‘d-rut. An: in 1809. with handhnl III'H'II'I' locaflfln Iddld

[w  with m at Mn Ell-tr Luna-r. III-hm Hulkt i
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The , ate Area

he the nap  ehowa [£13.51]. thin wee leae coepact  than the Horrocha area, end
eeeea to have contained aeweral distinct contree of growthI each probablyr
a-ociated with one at  the earlieat spinning line. For one of reference I have
lettered theee localitiea on the nap ,  but thia ehould not  be taken to l ean  that
they were in fact iaolated fro- one  another: l‘lr Holnee.  the old Ian  whale
recollection- were quoted in chapter I. wee born in lack loltou Street (locality
C}, but both he and his father worked a t  Paley'a eiIl {locality a ) .

The three localitiee lining the net aide of  the canal were aeeocieted with eilla
which luat hawe been under contraction ewen before the canal wee opened: Hoe:
Hill {C} and Canal Factory (I l l .  built by John Horrocha in ”96  and ”'99
reapectiwely. and John Paley'a Fleeting;r Street Hill ( a )  - which wee probablyr
later. The fourth locality, out of floor Lane ( I l l .  containing the nor}' obvioue
"green-field" develop-ant o f  Singleton Row and Crown Street. nay  have been the
earliest cotton colonyr in Proaton. becauee the only!' nil] there wee Hoor Lane
Hill. etarted in I???  by Collieon and Hate-on with acne  of  Arkwright'a first
lachinea (apparently:r powered by the wind-ill thown on the corner of the lite in
Shekeahaft'a eep:  Fig.“ l .  The fifth, Bach Lane ( I )  contained two  little
apinning Iilla behind Print-gate. Bach Lane Hill and Heller Street Hill.

The groupe beelde Friargate - Heath}:r Street in )  and Canal Street ( I )  on the
welt aide, and lack Lane ( I )  on the east - were new building on old plote and
garden: behind the Friargate yarde. The other two  - Fylde Road (C) and floor
Lane (D)  - were new coloniee none like the llorrocke area. quite tranafoeing
the "animal  place" with ite "ceiling field: and orcherlle‘"I which Mr Sol-ea
reeeebered in hie youth.

he in the Horroche areaI theee little colonial were alreadyr well eetabliehed by
1309. float o f  the cellar-looeehop houaee were shown on Shakeahaft'a nap .  and
the teat had been added before ISIS  ( loot  o f  theee in the “with? Street
patch). The total nueher  wee about 6&0. eoetly through-hour" [Table i ] .

Table l :  Cellar-looeehop boule- in five localitiee of  the Ideraete area

E131 mm m M
A (nu-thy at.) 119 21 no

I (Cm-1 St . )  10! Si 133

c {me- In.) 13 u 21

n (that Lee) 201 o In

t (tan: lean} E 15 no

Total 55? n on;

team: 1w 6-inch 0.3. up and Sell: III-cm! enwl
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Io each locality theae houeee were "my chutered together either in roee  or in
"equarea" and courtyards. A aectlon of the 18” Ordnance Smey [ rues ]  ehoee
the pattern in the Heatley Street locafity. but the  appearance o f  the place ea e
whole can  he evoked onlyr by the for  surviving photographs. Mount Pleasant
ll'i‘.59] ia not! part1; occupied by the (:ouotglr Library headquarters. where all
that relaina o f  the ancient ecene la the hump-ed and cobbled surface of  the
etreetl - Inch  leaner  to out eyee than the]:r would have appeared to the
reddeute 1who {by the [3&0 a} had given up trying to keep than clean.

[13.58: Cellar-loolahop houeee in Holiday Street Locality

Fig .59 :  Haunt  P leasant  S tree t  Hos t  in 1952  [ s ee  cover  picture eleo}
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nocuaentary proof that these streets and houses were originally built for
handlooe weavers once again begins with Rogerson's Directory of 1318.  which
shows thee  scattered fairly generally about the area (sis: in Canal Street. eight
in Halter Street. four in Snow Hill. for easeple) .  but with a very earhed
concentration in High Street (see below}; otherwise. it depends heavily on later
records. such as the Land Tax and the census. In soee  streets it is convincing, in
others. not. According to the Land Tea book, Singleton How and Crown Street
(D) were full of weavers (50 and T5 houses respectively were so occupied}. and
so were the other streets nearby. In Hount Pleasant (A), however. only one
weaver is naeed  in the 1813 DirectoryI and only three in the 1330 Land Tea. yet
in um twenty two  houses were occupied by s total o f  32 weavers.

The lost unashiguous evidence. and in so Ie  respects the lost interesting,
relates to High Street [Fig.oO], east of Back Lane (but obliterated by Iingway in
the 1960 I} .  This street appears to have been built in the 1790  I specifically for
handlooe weaversII when  they were  a prosperous new class. not  the starving horde
which they had becolie a generation later. The deeds of No.27 High Street Ilh]
record that in ”95  James Fodder sold "certain parcels o f  lend for the purpose
of. building upon“ to a partnership of three cabinet eaters: that the partnership
was dissolved and one  o f  the partners acquired the land and erected two  dwelling
houses on it; and that in 1193 he then sold these two  houses with their gardens.
plots. etc .  on  the north side o f  High Street. to  lanes  Snaps. weaver,  for the
au- o f  £210.  Snape was to keep the property in tenantable repair "so as to he
of clear yearly value of £8": and according to the indenture which recorded this
transaction. he  had then let the two  houses to fo_ur tenants, which suggests that
the cellars were let separately for weaving. Clearly. building houses for weaver-
wae regarded as a sensible use of eoney in the 1190  I {even by was  who eight
have invested in their own bushess} and so l e  weavers could afford to set
the-selves up as landlords.

Fig.6fl: Cellar-looeahop houses in High Street, with Snow Hill in bottoe left
corner I{see right!) above)
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There is probably eore  evidence o f  this tried among the deeds  o f  High Street.
but I have not  yet  eade  systematic use of  it.  However. a very ainilsr date of
building - 1791i - is nentioned in the notice o f  auction o f  at smal l  block of
buildings at the bottom of  High Street in 18153 {Fig.62].  This also shows that
after half a century of handlooel weaving. these ceIler loollahops (illustrated at
the start o f  this chapter} had only just become obsolete.

Rogerson'a Director-y o f  1313 leaves  no doubt that  High Street was a wesving
colony: it identifies 33 weavers there... which is a larger number than in any
other street in Preston. The maps show that  most o f  the western or lower end
of  High Stree t  consisted o f  ce l ler- loonshop houses.  and  the  wri t ten sources  show
thet they  were  occupied  by  weavers:  in the  Land To:  book .  a continuous row of.
twe lve  houses on  the  north side.  and  is shorter  row on  the  south side; and  in the
16111 census returns. blocks where  weavers  predominated  alternating wi th  sections
inhabited by srtisans. shopkeepers and so  on.  Finally. we have eye—witness
confirmation from G.T.Clartte's Report on Preston to the General Board o f  Health
in 13159: "In High Street are easy  cellar dwellings. low and close built. for
handloota weavers" .

Fig.61: High Street .  two  loomshop Fig.62: Notice o f  auction o f  houses
houses on north side in Snow Hill and High Street .  IBM
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High Street new here eonehted of  reletlwely good houeee. built by or for weewere
in the preeperoue yeere o f  the Henoleenle Here. but other etreete in the
Friergete eree were built either by nillewnere or by epeculetlwe lendlorde. some
of  then  on the  neenee t  eeele .  The eleereet none o f  building by e ni l lowner it in
101:1]i C .  beside Horroche'e Hone Hill in Fylde Reed .  Here  n block o f  fourteen:
3-etorey beck-torbeck leooehop houeee etood perellel to  the mill, with frente to
Hfi l l  Street  on one ride end Kirkhen Street on  the other [ [1563] .  Three other
etreete ren e t  right male: to the eouth aide o f  Klrkhee Street. ell o f  the -
consisting only o f  Z-etorey heueee. epeerently without oellere. 1l."ir'tu.1elly the whole
of this bloelr. wee the property of  florreelte, Miller end Co. in 1830. end it
eleerly repreeente e belenced mixture of. industrlel e eeoe  eodefloo noeple ieentery
to the mill iteelf.

Fig.6! The Spittele Home colony in 1509 (Iron Shekeeheft'e nee}
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(moire-II with per-lulu: e l  mature nanny utter-y. rte-ten neuter}

Likewise. the whole o f  eeoh of Singleton l ow  end Crown Street (lecellty D. Hour
Lene} [Fig.tuh. owerleef] wee in single ownerehip in IBM). but not  by oiflownere.
Singleton llow wee ewned by one Hillien Perk. perhepe the Frlergete "ehopreen"
of  this nene  in the 1625 Directory; end Crown Street by Jeeeph Ilebdneon. "gent“
of  9 ,  Grillehew Street. The eweileble photogrephe o f  thie looellty ere net yer,r
helpful. but they do  ehow houeee o f  only two  etereye. e few of then  with lerge
externel etepe.



Fig.6!” Crown Street and Singleton flow in 1309,  from Shakuheft'e leap

float o f  theae etreeta were built in atreight rowe. none  (like Back Bolton
Street}. uniform iron and to end and therefore probably built an one: but there
were other blocka o f  cottegee which were built in quite a different pattern. in
enall cluster: and on very “all plots o f  ground left vacent behind earlier
Ma-

The rite of the preeent roundaboute at the north end of Friergete ccnuined
eeveral of  theee, euch ae loater'a Square and  Heneon'a  Square. [F ig .d ' j ] .  To  the
mth. in the Bentley Street locality (A)  were two  interestingly unuaual little
bloche [nee [13.53 above] .  Chandler Street had a row o f  haH-a-doun houeea
which were not bach-to-backa but which (in 1352) were nunbered differently a t
the back  and known on that aide ae He‘ll Street; and a1: einilar houaea on
SiIIJBDll Street nearby were aleo aeparately nulhered a t  the back.  The only
explanation that I can think o f  in that theae were vertically atacked aeparate
dwelling. or for -er  cellar-loonahopa which becene  dwellinga recognised by anch
aeparate addreeeea. Hoot o f  theae building were awept away in the lBflO'e when
Borporaflon Street wee driven through the areaI no there in now no physical
evidence at all.

There it hardly any written evidence either, except that which waa recorded
when theee houaee. Inning their original function, had becone  ezanplu o f  none
of the worat unitary problena of  the 131.0 a. Hhat in now the rite o f  the
heequartere o f  Lancaahire Polytechnic and the roundabout: in front o f  it, waa
wentioned in the following plunge o f  John Cley'e  "Report on the Senatnry
Condition of Preeton" (1352}:-

Pea-62
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F1565: Gem-honehop houeee in Cenel Street locality

"There ie in the 'loweet deep  I lower deep' ;  end in the 'dietricte of the
woret kind' there ere certain streets end courte etc .  the worn of  the
district . . . The ne l ee  of  there are Benel-ltreet. Beck Canal-meet,
Hope-street. Holdeo'e Square, Holden'e yerd. Edwerdretreet . . . "

- which doeen't since my lee-fol detefl. The Builder to e little lore helpful,
deecrlhing the Hon  Hill locality in 1361:-

"In the neighbourhood of  Horrocu'e Ectory . . . is lirkhee-etreet, where
{aniline Ewe in horrible cellhre, I second to . i  eboye then on the ground
floor. end a third over that . . . end the yerde eo confined thet the  people
lost hen;  their clothes to dry in the street, I t  the doors, on  the ruin.
over the beds, or  else in the terrible choked offal-pith that are within e
pece of  the heck doore . . . Hoes-street in occupied on one ride by e
factory; on the other by e row of  beck—to-beck houlee for the operetiwee.



”31mm!“

The houeae have no yarde whatever. eo the tanante dry their clothee in the
etreet on linee feetened iron the fronts of their houeee to the factory
wall . . . ledford-etreet [and othere of f  Adelphi Street] have the eat -e
characterietice - ta niliee living over feuiliee, end waehing with poea-tube
in the upper too -e ,  etc ." [He  nee -e  to have been there on a Honday . ]

In daoaity o f  population the hendlooe weaving localitiee of Friargata were aieiler
to the Horrocke area (en 1 ehell no t  weary reedere by going through all that
agein). but there wee one distinct eocial difference. The Canal Street locality (3 )
contained an Irieh ghettoI known ee "Little Ireland" or "New England". According
to the 1351 caneue returne about a third o f  the population here had been born in
Ireland, and thie wee evidently a ceuee of  teneion, and a further eacuae for
fighting. Although electiona a t  this t ime  were normally like civil war in a low
key, in 183? the conflict wee etoked up by retigioua and national bigotry. causing
a full-ecale riot:-

“ln coneequence o f  the ehaneful deatruction which took place on Tueeday
night last. that territory o f  the town  known by  the name  ' Iaw England'
preeente a lost wretched and deveeteted appearance - the  whole o f  the
houeee o f  one etreet are literally gutted - the windowe and doora broken.
the nieareble occupante in e loet and forlorn condition."
[Praeton Chronicle 29 July 183?]

(Thie dieturbance waa deliberately provoked for the purpoee of breaking the
traditional attach l en t  of  Preeton'e weavere to Radical politiceJ

In aunaary .  although the Friargata area wee just ea clearly a hendloon weaving
territory ae the Horrocke area. it wee leee coepac t  and more  diverse. and wee
quite ohviouely not  planned or conceived ae a whole (though the Horroclte' bit of
it in Fylde ltoad eeene  to have been). The handloon weaving houeae. with cellar
loonehope. appear to have been euch  the eeee  in both areal. but there were
fewer o f  the back-to-back variety in the Friarate area.

Caller loco-hop houeee were eoet  heavily concentrated in the llorrocke end the
Friargate ereea. but they were not confined to then .  The leat eectlon o f  thia
chapter ainply pointa out where eone  o f  the othere were.

Cellarulooeahop home in other parta of  the town

Snel l  groupe end terracee o f  loonehop houeee could be eeen in other placee, but
only ea pockete in the general eeee  o f  building. Off Fiehergate. they formed one
eide of  New Cock Yard leee Fig.50 above],  and there were othere in Mount
Street (with internal rather than external Itape} [ l l ] .  Off Church Street, they
lined both eidee o f  llile Street [Fig.bfi l .  At the far and of Church Street,
between the back or the Laeb  Hotel and the north aide o f  Horrocke'e Yard
worke, wae Dale Street, with back-to-beck celler-looeehop cottagee cloning
Holden'e Square on the north aide and collared through-houeee celled bcngal
Place on the opposite eide. North of Church Street .  the vent aide o f  Spring
Gardena wee cellared; and Alfred Street [Fig.(fl l .  running weetwerde f ree  51:
Peul'e church. wee collared on both eidee, with Buck's Court a t  ite corner turned
by cellarad beck-to-backe. {float  of thie particular area 1- now covered by the
new hue nation.)

“( i t
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thorn-Imus by Inn! pendulum or waste: hu‘: that“!

l imbo:  Nile Street  Fig.h?: Arthur Street

Further north, the first nine houses of  Great George Street (close to Sleddon'a
mill mentioned on 11.9 above) had cellar loosshope.  Away to  the west .  there was
another row,  called I l l r adwe l l  Street. o f f  the north side o f  Harsh Lane and just
to the  west of  where the railway embankment la ter  crossed it.

There were also isolated rows such as Regent Terrace on Ribbleton Lane.  next to
the prison yard;  and Richmond How on  the north side o f  New Hall Lane (the
position now marked by  a terrace o f  houses with front gardens. which replaced
i t ) .  Richmond Row consisted of nine houses; in 1333 No.1 was occupied by an
overlooker. and all the others by weavers - whom he overlooked presumably. And.
of  course. there was Primrose Hill, o f f  London Road.

Perhaps it is these isolated rowsI never continued [like Albert Street in
Hheelton}. and some later taken down and rebuilt in more conventional forts,
which best represent the fa te  o f  the  Handlooln Weaving Phase o f  industrial
housing in Preston. For at  least a generation they had determined not only
working but also living conditions for about a quarter of  the whole population.
Host  o f  them were through-houses. bu t  some were back- to-backs;  coa t  o f  then
had outside steps rising to the  front door, but  sons  had inside steps descending
to the  cellar. lLlne smal l  model colony in New Hall Lane.  called "New Preston".
had weaving shops detached between them, but all the others had cellar or
basement looeshops.  All were very sma l l  and frequently desperately overcrowded.
and the effects o f  this were a t  their worst where they were clustered in
colonies. But whatever  their fo rm.  such dwellings, erected in substantial numbers
between IMO and 1325,  were very specifically designed for their function; and.
in that period, clearly recognised as such. In 1533 Joseph Livesey (weaver. cheese
dealen temperance leader  and political r e fo rmer .  and founder o f  the Preston
Guardian — in that order]| received a visit from a poor woman:-

Plu 65
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"Pic-cc. Hr .  Hum}. cculd you sin I" c nccnncndnticn?" - Icaning I
ccrtiflcctc to thc Diana-cry. “For yawnlfl" - " I la“ ,  tcplicd thc ucun,
"for I?  hulblnd". "Hhcrl dc ycu the?" - "In Alb-rt Stu-t". “H I  in I
cunt.  I cuppcn". - “In".

Gammon-hop hcum bclcngcd to thc lap-child fill! cf  th- Industrial
lcvclutinn in Prcctcn. when ccttcn spinning in  Icchcniud. but waiving
”nanny I'll not. After thc 191.0 I, ulna this mg: pulled. til-3r ucrc stranded
in I clungcd “mun-ct.  cccruhcl-cd by itl rapid growth. and that: put-poll
cu  graducny fcrgcttcn.
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Sooohody onco ooid thot tho poot is onothor ploco. ond wo connot no thoto. I
hopo I howo boon ohlo to ohow thot tho oorly 19th contutjr post of Proston woo
wary ouch  onothor piooo. hut thot wo con go thoro. (Hith ouch tioo-cono'ulin;
otfort.)

In this town,  on I suppooo in lost othor industriol towns. tho housing oooociotod
with tho oorly phoooo o f  tho Induotriol Rowolution woo quito surprisingly dilfotont
fro- whot wo nor-oily onoooioto with tho idoo o f  on induotriol town. Duo roooon
for this in thot our ioogoo  of  industriol housing oro hoood on what wo howo noon
of  it. which woo lorgoly tho product o f  tho Iotor 19th contury. fly thon tho
loo-ono o f  lock of control hod boon loomt. ond tho rogulotiono originoting fro-
tho Public Hoolth Act o f  1343 ond ouhooquont hyo-low logiolotion hod iopoood
tho oort of uniforoitios which oro now fooilior to no. Anothor roooon io thot tho
housing o f  tho oorl'jllr phoooo of  tho indultriol towolution no wory difforont: ond
for induotriol roooono.

nooootio industry hod its own roquirooonto, difforont fro- induotry to induotry.
ond within ono industry (such oo toxtiloo). ond difforont fro- ono ploco to
onothor ocoording to tho noturo o f  tho ootoriolo or tho product. Tho woollon
industry of tho Yorkshiro Ponninoo {ond hits on tho Loncoshiro oido oo toll)
crootod woowors' cottogoo with loooohopo on tho top floor: tho cotton induotry
of Loncoohiro dictotod thot tho]!r ohould ho on  tho button floor.

It hot of ton hoon mood  thot dooootic woowing woo o rurol induotry. tho
tortilo town: hoing prion-fly their Iorkot control; porhopo hocouoo woowoto'
oottogoo howo otn'wiwod. or  oro nowodoyo oooily rocogniooblo. only outoido tho
town. I do not  know whothor this osoulption hon boon thoroughlyr tostod in tho
towno whoro no ottuctutol owidonco toooino. If it hoo. thon thio hooklot io oinply
"on odditinn to tho litoroturo". If it hoo not. thou I !  work will howo boon quill
uooful oo woll.

Tho trouhlo with towns in thot thojvr hoop to-huilding thonoolwoo. loowing no
phyoicol owidonco of whot woo roplocod. This prooonts ooworo prohlooo to
hiotoriono; but I think thot tho hiotoricol prohlol in thin plot! ot this fi l o  it
ooluhlo. fiwon tho oourooo which oro owoilohlo. I would lilo to think thot I howo
prowod it.

Thoso oro pointo which oro opooiflc to o tilo. o ploco, ond on indtfltry; hut
thoro is o gonorol point which I boliowo to ho ooro  ioportont: orchitocturol
Motor-3|r which it hoood on tho otudy only of  ourwiwing building: out  ofton ho
diltortod by diflorontiol oufiiwol. For o propor undorltonding of tho |:Ii.o‘l'.ol:jr of
howling wo loust find tho houooo which oron't thoro.
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BDUICIS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY

The following lists cower sources which I have used for the historyr o f  housing in
Preston throughout the  19th  century, no t  simply those which surely' to  the subject
o f  this book.  The  reason for this is that  the lists were  co -p i l ed  for a previous
booklet which purported to  cover  the whole century,  and it would be no t  only
burdenao-e to ne  to  try to disentangle those items which are relevant only to
this period and subject, but mean to readers whose interests are not so
restricted. The lists naturally do  not include all the possible sources' but only'
those which I know about.

Abbreviations: CE? I fi'ountgqlr borough of Preston {in LCIO}
HI. I Harris Library:r
HI!  I Harris Huaeun and  Art Gallery
LCRD I Lancaahire countyr Record flffic

a .  PHI]! Al l?  SOURCES

l .  taical
The streets and buildings o f  Heston and surrounding districts, and especially
the interiors o f  a large number of  houses, so l e  during the process o f
demolition. and  nan};r others with the generous per-laden o f  their owners and
occupiers.

2 .  Pictures
Photographs of da-olished properties LORD (CB?)
Photographs in the  files o f  the  Lancashire Evening Post
Photographs. and other pictures. in the Harris Huaeua and art Gallery
Photographs and  colour slides by the author. held a t  Preston Curriculul

Dewelopnent  Centre

3.  flag!

{a} Local
Shakeshaft 1309  L i l l a  and Ill.
Iainea 1325 published
Hyres 153a Ill.
Tithe Plan [3&0  LCIHJ
Sewer Records c .1352 Town Hall
Guardian Rap  [565  LCID and HI.
H.3rown 1362  HI.
Lllewitson 1331  Hiatus:

{bl Ordnance SUITE?
6-inch scale 13“:
60-inch scale 13”
25-inch scale 1392
lZB-inch scale 1393
6-inch scale 1910

A. Acts of Parliament
Preston l epton-ant  Act  1315
Heston Hater Coapany Act  1832



Khmer-pin

Hunicipal Corporations Act  1035
Public Health Act 10113 1010
Artisane and Lehourere'Dnellinaa Act  105!
Public Health Act 1812
Public Health Act  1075
Preeton 1n  prove-Int Act  1500
Preeton Corporation no t  1900

5 .  Ceneue Iecorde
cm Reports 1001 to 1911
Cannon Enueeratore'  Ieturne 10“  to  1001

6.  Land Tee llecorde
Preeton Lend Ta: Book: 1030-32 LC“!

7.  hrflenenteg Election Record-
Ponhooka for 1830 ,  1032 .  1835,  1037 .  1M1. 1011? (etc. to 1050)

(held at 1.0110 and HI.)
Registere of  Electore fro. 103?

B. Preeton Borou I: Council Record:
l e i  E 1.0!!) Lee CI?  calendar-1

Council Proceeding: 1835 -1000
I lprovelent  Con  nioeionere' Hinute Booke 1330-50
Local Hoard of Health. uarioue co l l i t t ee  Minute looke free in

beginning in 1050
nepoeited Building Plane Econ 1050 (deeoliehed propertieel
Title deede

(b) in Town Hall
nepoeited Building Plane Econ 1050
Draft Bye Lane and correepondence 18111-76
Title deede
Seller Record Hepe

{:1 Printed reports, nontlylr in Barrie Lilli-ergr
Henry Irma: Smeyor'a Report on Hater Supply 1051

" : Report on Principal Severe to he Conetructed 1053
Jahn Newton: Report  on the Sewerage o f  the Borough

of  Preeton. 185?
Thonae Eaekaaley: lteport to the Hater Conni t t ee  135?

|[inclmled in Corporation Proceeding 1056-1)
leporte of the Medical Officer o f  Health, fron 1071:

{printed in Corporation Proceeding-1
Reporte on propoeed extaneinn o f  Borough. 1055 end 1061

9. Public Health I e  rte of  the 18101::
teen also The Floral Iteforeer. January 1032}
John Clay: Report on the Senator? Condition of Preeton {10412}
Lyon Mayfair: "Report on the Senator}; Condition of  the Large

“tonne of Lancaahire“ mcluded in the Second
Report of  the Connieeionere for Inqtdflng into the
State of Large Towns and Populoue District! ( 10“ )

0.1.Chrte: Report to the General Board o f  health on the
Borough of Preeton (18119).



1D. Trad: Digectoriea
Rogerson
lsines
H hittle
11 none:
Dakey
Slaters
I. ellys
lsrretts

11.. HenflaErs

Honour-Ito

131! 111..
1825
13111 1.1330

1851  and 13%
1853  and 1351:
annual volules

ditto
ditto

Preston Chronicle (from 1311)
Preston Pilot (fro: 1825}
Preston Guardian { f rom IBM]
Proston Herald ( tron 1355}

12 .  Estate Records
Ton  n Emu 1.13110 {DDR1}
lihnrrhyiF Hunilaots:  printed calender in 1.121111

13 .  Private deeds o f  title
various. by kind ”rail-ion of the ownsrs

1 i .  Pubflshod works

Hex-ditch. Charlie
Hauitson. anthonr

ll '1‘

Hihhart, Ja I II

Jacson. cm.

“A Leno-shire Parson"

Llach. Senna!

1.1mm Joseph

Reed. Andria
The ldldor

11' augh, Ed I in

Hhittle. Poter

History of the Boron h of Preston {1851}
Our Churches and Chapels [1:695
Portraits of Local Log-isiators (1870)
11_i.st'.or].lr o f  Preston (1832}
Honimcnts :  Remains  in Prose end Var-I

oif James  Hibhert  13519-1902 “9025
Hints for Ches Liv-in and Doleltic
Economy in General icJBfiZi
"Home Life Amongst  the Lancashirn

Operetivea" (a  doscription o f  domestic lilo
in Preston. printed in Good  1|ilo1*«£ls,.

Dec.1832}
01d A e loninincencos (Preston. 1am,
copy  in Harris Lillirlr'yr
An Address to the Working Clones on
_D_onostic Economy (1336)
flue Horsl Reformer (periodicnl. 12.1330)
The Struggle—(ditto)
Autobiography o f  Joseph liven]? (1363}
A Citizen o f  No Hash  Cit]P (1362)
“Condition o f  Our Towns. A Cotton.
l'actorzwr Town: Preston" (3" Dec. 1361]
“Condition o f  Dur Towns: the Bloch Parts
of Preston" {M DecJBhl }
Home Life o f  the  Lsncshire Flctory Folk
F513 tho Cotton Famine—(1862 and 1367}
History:r of the loroulh_of Heston (1322
and 1837}
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I SECONDARY HDRKS

1. Local pollination, theses, e tc .

Bristov. LP .

H II

Durecough. Hargaret

Hal la l i .  John
Harris Museum and

ar t  Gallery

Hodge, Alistair C.
King,  J.E.
Horgan. HALE.

Morgan. Nigel

Cakes.  LC.
Roberts. Elisabeth

Roberts. Harlan
spencer.  K .  H .

Taylor, ILP.

T i l -n ine .  Geof frey

Hifloughhy. Susan

"Residential Differentiation in laid 19th century
Preston" { University o f  Lancaster PhD thesis, 1982}
"an  artisan elite residential district in Preston 1351"
(The Manchester Geographer 1il'ol 3, No.2. 1982}
The History o f  Lark Hill, Preston, ”E l l -1989
Weston, 1989)
The Surviving Past (Chorley, 1936)
a Tour of Victorian Preston (Preston, 1930}
a Tour o f  Edwardian Preston (Preston. 1981?}
vanished Preston (Preston, 1933}
History of Preston; an Introduction (Preston. ICE“
Richard Harsden and the Preston Chartists (1931)
"Social and Political Leadership in Preston 1820-60“
{University of Lancaster Ht i t t  thesis. 1980]
An Introduction to  the  Social History o f  Housing
in V ic tor ian  Preston (Preston Curriculum Deve lopment
Centre .  1982‘}
Enter Supplies through the Centuries (Preston. 1953}
Horhing Class Life in Barrow and Preston
(Lancas ter ,  l‘ll'fi'} - see  under  Genera l  also.
The Story of Hinckley Square (Preston. was )
"A Social  and  Economic  Geography  o f  Preston
1800-1855" (University of Liverpool Ha thesis. 1965)
"Industrial Houses in Preston afi - IBSD"

(1965, typeacript in Harris Museum}
Handloon Heavers' Cottages in Central Lancashire
I . ' l . .ancaster.  1977)
"Domestic Service in the Hiddle Classes in
19th century Preston" (university of  Lancaster ea
dissertation. 1951?}

‘1t: Preston Curriculum Development Centre has published several folders of

2 .  General

anderson.  Michael

Ayres.  James
BrunsldJl. ILH.
Bruce .  Maur ice
Burnett, John
Bythell. Duncan
Caffyn, Lucy

final source material which are very useful, especially the toiletries:-
The Growth o f  Preston in the  19th century;
Eaton and the Cotton Industry ( two folders)
Hard T imes  in Preston
Life in Preston in 1382

Fani l  Structure in N ine teenth  Centu  Lancashire
l l g l l l  —- [actually lfi'fi'l Prestonl
The Shell Book o f  the Home in Britain {[9311
Houses (1982)
The Rise of the  |We l fare  State  (1973}
a Social History of Housing ISIS-[P711 (19?!”
The Handloom Weavers {1969}
Horkers‘ Housing iniest Yorkshire
(Royal Com |aiision on Historical Monuments, 1936)



Chspnsn. S.D.(sd.}
C'flfton-Tsylor, Also
Dsunton. 11...].

Dividson, Ciro‘linl
Bros, Hakka.)
Prsssr. Derek

l l

Gsuldis. Enid
Hidwinter, ELIE.
Parker. Vanessa
Quiney. il'n'n‘mon'lar
snsdsls,  JJ .
Roberts, Elizablth
Roberts. Robert
Smith. L l .
Hslton, John I .

mum-Flo

The HistoryP of working Class Housin (19H)
The Pattern of English Building (191%
House and Home in the  Victorian Citz: Working
Class Housing [BEN-191:5 1953
A Nomen' s Work is Never Done (1932)
The Study of Urban History' (1965}
Urban Politics in 1Motor-ion England (197$)
Power and Authority in the 1|.i'iotorisn Cit-1F (1979}
Cruel Hebitotions r915 )
S_ooiel Administration in Lancsshire 1830-1860 (1969}
The English House in the Nineteenth Contur'jr (1910)
House and Horse {BBC. 1936)
I-Iiotoryr on Your Doorstep (3312,1982)
A Homsn‘ s Place (1984}

_'1_'_he Clsssio Slum (19%)
The People‘s Heslth moo-19m (1979}
Lsncsshire, A EocisIHHinton;r i558 to 1939 (198?)

M13


